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SAžETAK 

U ovom radu autor razmatra ma•rksistička gledišta o ulozi rezervne armi j·e imi­
grantske radne snage u odnosu na o<kumulooi·ju kopitala u Zapadnoj Evropi. Teorije 
Clauda Meillassouxo, Andrea Gorza, Mariosa Nikolinokosa, Adri·ane Marshall, Stephana 
Castlesa 1 Godule Cosack podvrgnute su kritičkoj analizi. Autor tvrdi do većina mark­
sističkih promatrača podržava gledište da je kontradiktorni položa.j radni·ka im igranata 
u smislu rezervne armije rada osnova za njihovu ambivalentnu ulogu u ekonomskoj 
i političkoj klasnoj borbi, ali da 1pa·k postoji neslaganje gledišta u strukturalnom tuma­
čenju ovog položaja. Na•stoj·i se dokazat-i da je neslaganje posljedica uopćavanja os­
novana na promatranju različitih dijelova zapadnoevropske društvene stvarnosti. Autor 
razrađu:je ovu argumentacifu u odnosu na dva evropska konteksta - prvo, kontekst 
Savezne Republike Njemačke i Nizozemske; dr·ugo, slučaj Francuske. 

Until approxima:tely 1975 Morx.i:st migration resemoh i,n Europe dea'lt with 
questions of migration and the integration of immigrants in terms o.f three 
moJi.n theme·s. The fi·rst a-ttempted to def·ine <the structuml economic preconldii<tions 
for the transfe:r of labour from the European perhphery to the Wester.n European 
industr·ia:l centers. The second focused on emigmtion as a structural element 
in the development of underdevelopment in the donor countries. The third was 
preoccupied with prohlems of structural integration of immigran.ts in Western 
Europe. Thi·s included studies .o<f the generol livi·ng condhtions of immigmnts, dis­
cussions about thehr .po•sition as a .reserve army of labour an:d the role which th:s 
reserve a:~my was seen to play in rela;tion to ca.pita.l accumulation and to the 
closs-strugg,le <in We·stern European socie1ties. 

This paper reviews some Marxist standpoints from the beginning of the 
1970's dealing with the role of the reserve army of immigrant labo·ur in relation 
to processes of capiil:a<l accumula·t1ion. A con~radictory position of immi-grant 
workers defined as a reserve army was by most writers understood as the basis · 
for an ambiguou s ro11e in the economic a:nd political class struggle. However, 
~here was co:nside.ralble di<sagreement about how to defi·ne this position in struc­
tural terms. We sha<ll di·scuss some po,s.ibions in the Marxist debate on the sub­
ject and 01ttempt to clarify confl icting views on the baokgmund of hi·storical­
-structural conditions in some Western European societies. We mg.ue that at 
least some of the theoretica1! disagreeme,nt, which could be discemed in the 
debate duning the early 1970's could be attr·ibuted to the fact tha't different au­
thons tended to derive their generali;zations from observa1tions of d ifferent parts 
of Western European sociol real•ity. l 



C. U. Schierup: Capital and the Import of labour, Migracijske teme 3-4 (1985) 1:5-18 

lmmlgra.nts os a Reserve Army - Some Marxist Positions 

Before the Second World Wa•r a.nd espeoiol!ly before the Fi•rst World 
War migmnt workers 'in Westenn Europe were ·used by co.pi•ta:l as a di.rectlly 
wage~deiPressing reserve-o,nmy, openly manlipulaJted to ·in~er oompeti,t:o,n upon 
th•e .i1n:digenous work'ing class. A number of scho:lur.s a.re o•f the opinion thart: thoi'S 
woge~epres·sirng :roile wa•s one ~ the ma.irn fu:nc'tions of ~he .import of •la1bour 
even during the 1960'•s and 1970''S (Ct Cina:nni 1969; Gei•selberger 1972; Pe.rson 
1972; Gorz 1970; MeM·I.a,ssoux 1975). 

A speoiol ve·rsion of the theory of the wa.g.e..,d•epres•s:,ng f·u·nctlio1n of mi­
grOillt workers wo.s put forword by the French sooiotl Olnothwpo•log.ist. Cla.ude Meil­
lassoux in hi1s borok, Femmes, gre·niers et capitaux (1975). 

Accordi1ng to MSii'l,lo'SSOux, migmn.t workers fo•nm one poJ.e of a lolbour 
mur.ket spl.it into two seotons eaoh with :irt:·s own l•evel of wages 01nd reproduct•i1ve 
bo1se. One sector of the lolbour mo·rket wi•th a relotJi,vely high wage lev•el :i,s re­
served to the i:ndi,genous Western European working cl·a•s's, the toto•! repmduotion 
o.t which ·is pa:id by capitaiJ. The 01ther secto1r l s domi1noted 'by migmnt wonk.ers 
frQIITl South European morghna'l a.reaiS a1nd ea,rJ.i1er Weste11n E•uropeon co·lonies or 
semicol·onies. W.i•thin thi·s secro.r the l·ev·el of wages co;n be ·kept much lower. 
Mei.ll·a,sso.ux 01rgue,s, due to the soc'i'all ba,ckground o•f the mig·ro1nt workers as 
pea1sa;n.twor.kers (paysans-proletaires). who ca·n be doomed to. a l<ilfelo.ng process 
of »cyclica•l m:1gmtion« (migration tournante) between their .reg.ins o·f origin 
in the oa.piltaHst penhph~ery a1nd the desti<nob!o.n O•roo•s in the oo•piita·l'ilst ·indust!1ia·l 
centres of Westenn EUI'Oipe. Hereby the migmnt worke.r.s su:pply ca,pi:ta•l wlirt:h a 
»f,ree rent«, coming ,bnto exi•stenc•e by the fa,ct •tha1t the laboiU.r power 01f the 
migmnt wonkers is pa:rtlly reproduced within non-ca;p:w1list encl<llves in thei.r 
cou:ntri.es of onigJ.n. N•on-capito,J;i:st production covers th·e mo1j:or share olf the 
»production costs« for new woJ1k,ens - i.e. the r.e.productio.n of the fomi.ly. 

The dua1 laoom ma.nket and poHtiiCOII..JideologJoo·l olooJVoges between the 
Slta<bi:l:ized ·~noigenous prol,eto:f1iort: a•nd the migmn•t wor.kers ore reproduced by 
ca1pita•l and the ·state .t:hro·u;gh a number o:f meon1s; i.e. oppresi.ve immigration 
laws, roci:st campa·igns in m01ss-media etc. The so-called )>Jpri·nciple 01f rotat•ion<< 
meo1ns that migrant workers o.re driven book to their countries o•f o r.ig•ii/1 through 
the O'PPI'i•co.t,ion of vo•lii•ous compulsory means otter an a•veroge sojounn of 2-3 
yea.rs in the cemter. They a•re la,ter ollowed ro 11eenter on shol1t~term pe.nmi,ts o'r 
are replaced by te·nm newcome~s. who o•re foret.gn to Frenoh culture, lob01ur union 
trodi:tions etc. 

Andre Groz (1970) al:so stress•ed the dichotomi~altiho•n of !!he lalbour ma1rket 
o•s being the mo:in funotio.n o,f th·e Import of labour. The migna1n.t workei1S me 
to Wester.n Europe wha·t the .bla•ck :proletariat is to the United Sta•tes, Gor:z o·ng•ues. 
Through the ·import of lobo,u.r to Westem Europe a co,nsidemlble pa•l1t of the 'hndi­
genous Westem E•ul'iopean pro,lert:a•nia't wa.s replo·ced by 01n imported proJ,e•to•riot. 
which wa•s to l·e.ad a mo·rg•hna,J·i;zed ex,i.stence economica•My and culturo,lly, d~pr.i­
ved of poJ,iJtlioo,J, professional and civic rights. Thi1s has effectiS of a tundamental 
chara.cter for the Western Europea,n bourgooi·sies, hn a pol,irt:.icol as well a1s. eco­
nomic se•nse. Acoo.rding to Gorz. the ,impo·rt of l·albo.ur weukens the ·un.i1ty and 
the strength of poH,~ioo~ aotion of the wonkii•ng cla;ss a•s a. wh!QIIe, cr·ea.ting simul­
taneously a petty bourgooi;s mentla.Uty: 
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»Reoourse t•O foreign wo11kers le,ad.s, in porti.ouJ.a;r, to the exclus;:o.n 01f an 
imponta;nt pa,rt of the prole,ta.riat f rom trade uni·o:n act io•n; a considerable 
decrea•se in the poJ:itica·l and electoral weight of the wor·king clo:ss; a sHII 
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more considemlb'le weokenJi;ng 01f ,jrts id<eolog:i'oa'l force and cohesion ... for 
the obverse of the subtraction o~ ·indigenous wonkers fmm manua.l jobs 
is thei.r dl:splacement elsewhere; to d'iminli,sh the »1noltiional« wor;kilng olo•ss 
by 20 per cent is to »pnomote« th•at number of wor:ker·s into tertiary and 
technica;l aotiiV.ilties; ro doepreoiorte ·tlhe sooia;l ·a;nd eco,nomic val•ue of ma~ 
,nu.a.l wo,nk and manuol wonkers a's a whole; tJo de,epetn the .sepa,mrtion 
be•tween ma:nuol work a;nd techn;ioa;J, intelloect.ua'l and tertiarry wonk; to 
inflate oo~respondi1ngly the ·SOcia1l ·and .pol1ir!Jioail importance of th'e »middle 
strata«, and by raci,st and cha.urvilnli,s.t .propaga-nda:, to enco,umge ba,akwa,rd 
element·s i1n the »na·l!iona·l« wo,nk'i'ng cla.ss to identify idoodogica1lly wi1th the 
petty-bOUIJ'IgOOiiSie« (Gorz 1970). 

Economi~ooJ,Jy the ma,rgilna'l'iiZJOrtJioo of a def.ilnhte t.raoNo1n o,f the wo.nk1hng 
clo.ss is an abso:lute struc•tuml neoessirty for a oontilnued existence of oa1pi'ta'Hst 
society, Gorz mo'i,nta,hns. In the eo;rly 1970's imm:gm1nt wonkers ·in West.ern Eum­
pe on the averog.e made up twenrty penoent of oil ma,nuall workers. They concen­
tmted ·in eocmomi'c branche•s and entenpni,se~s chom,oteni,zed by exha•u.srli:lng, d'hrrty 
and hea·lth endangeri1ng jolbs, and were pa;id mi1nimol wa,ges. If these jobs were 
to be perfo1rmed by Westenn Eu.ropea;n wo,nkeJ'iS, l·a1bom siho,uld be pa1id art its 
h:is,toricol vo·l·ue, Gor.z argu·es. 

But to pay ~a1bour ;in the .industr:ial core areas o:f Western Europe accor­
ding to its hi•stor.ica:J value would, aocord'ing to Go.rz, be a structum! impossibility 
hn o OOIPi,tol:i•st society: 

» ... the 1payment o,f this monuo,J labour-.power o.t its hi,sto·r.ica;J value -
the ,pri·ce tha1t would preva;i;J on the l:obour ma,rket iif the onirt·eria oif ca;pi­
taiJ,j;st soai.ety were themselves f.ul.t iHed - i,s a structuml impossilbil:i'ty for 
this ·SOCi€1ty ... T:he moilntenance 01f the so.cio.J hierarohy, a·nd ;therelby the 
surviiVo'l of bourg,ooi!S so-oile•tY and ·i·ts mode of domination, depend o,n the 
;po,ssilbi·N:ty O!f excluding from thi·S ci,~H,ieotion a1nd i.ts laboiUr market a de­
cisiv.e f·naotio,n 01f the working daiSS« (Go·rz 1970). 

A stop of the impo,rt; o,f lobo'U•r wo-uld not mean, ho.wev:er, tha1t indi:g:enous 
worke•rs could be employed for high.er wag,es, Gorz oonti;nue,s. lt would na,ther 
lead to a fundomentol dliiSit·urba:nce O!f the eoo1nomic. poJi,ti.oal and SIO-a:ol equi­
li:bl'iium O•f ca;pitalist sooi,ety - a Q·ene.ra1l cri•si!S for the oa.pi·t!aJ.ist system a's such. 

A poUtica;J declo;raftlion o~ soJ.ida,nity wi•!'h migrant wonlwns does ·not simply 
mea;n to po•se demand!S for »decen1t« w.aoges a,nd condiltio;ns o~ l:iovi,ng. l.t wo.uld 
a1s o ma·tter o,f ·necessirty 'imply .. . 

» ... a tota·l oh<rllenge to the socio,J hiiem,rchy and type of civiloiiZJOtio:n that 
a~re only made poss;ible by tJhe s'uperexploi,ro:tJion of immig.ro;nts« (Gorz 
1970). 

In opposi>ti,on ·to schola,rs, wh•o plooe the emphosi's on the wage~depres­
sing fiunotion of mignant work.er:s, genero.Jiy or hn relo'tion to definite sectors, 
the Gr.eek economist, Ma;nio•s Ni,k·o•lii:na;kos i•n hi·s book, Politische Okonomie der 
Gastarbeiterfrage (1973) ma,:n•ta1i1ned tha·t the imporrt Olf lahom is i1n the lo1ng 
run a ba·Si•S for rising wa1g·es. By supplying ca;pi:tal wirth a mobil·e .reserv.e ormy 
of labour, which oa;n be a.ppHed in production when o:n.d where it i•s needed, the 
:hmpo-nt of lobourr secures staibi1li1ty in continued acoumula;tio,n. Through the ma,:n­
to,inonoe off a 'sto,ble and high no.te of accumu.la;tion, a fut!u.~e ra1tionoliza,t io1n a·nd 
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.r.ise of p110duotJir..ri.ty :i:s made possilbl:e, which :in the longer run iiS the only basi,s 
fo.r a ~i:sing wa:ge-lev~l .~n the economy as a whole. 

A similar point o:f view wos elalbor.atled by the eoonomi:st Adriona Marshal! 
i:n her book The Import of Labour (1973). The em!Pioyment o·f migmnt labour 
has ma:irnly been relevon•t to the more trad:i:tional, labour i1ntensi:ve bra:nchoo of 
i111dustry, MarshaU argues. Mo:r;sha'll does ·not regard these branches from a sta­
tic point of view ond does :not fi.nd o:ny t:heoretico~ Qr h.istorioa:l reaiSOn to uni­
versa·lize the exi;stenoe or tlhe neoessilty of a permanent sector of d9ipressed 
wages as Gorz does, fo·r instance. The emiPioyment of immigrants •in the tra­
di·tJ:o:nol, rel<lltiv•ely laibour inte:nsi•ve branches ha:s, besides providi;ng an oosily 
mobi.le, Nex.ifble labour f·orce, the meni:ts of keepi:ng wages relatively low. The 
purpooo of this is to prev.ent a too quick expa:ns:o1n o:f rea.l wag•es, whereby these 
·i:ndust~i:e:s g:a:in ·t!ime and oapi:ta•l for a;n ex·tlended .impl·emenia:ti:o:n of new labo.ur 
sa:v-ing a,nd more productive t·ech:n:iques. As .s.uch, the import of l•abour can be 
re·g.a:rded as one of the preco:ndirt!ion:s fo1r a ni·si:ng produotiVIiity, an i:ncrea•se 
o~ rela·tive sunplus va:lue, and on t!he ba1si:s of thi:s, i:n tum create possi•bi:l·ilties 
to ra:i,se the level of rea11 i:noome. For th:i:s r·eaoo:n the .import O•f l·a:bour ha1s as 
a rule token place irn more or less con·co:rdance wilth the tr.ade •U:n1ions. MOtrsha'll 
stresses tha:t the function o·f migro;n:t wo~ke~s as a .reserv-e a•r.my should not be 
seen on the backg:roull'ld of ~he formo!l economic cho:racter otf ca;pita:l aooumu­
lotion a:S such. Ca:piro:l accumulo:tion is a social prooess determined by the 
oo:noret·e. historioa,f fonms o,f organization and relo:tio;nshi:ps of forces beil:Wee:n 
ca:pitol and lobou.r wi,thin vo>r·io:us social fonmaltion:s. Essentia:l for a determi:na­
tlio:n of the eff,ects of employment of fO·I'18ign labour o.n wa:ge:s i1s to ootabli:sh to 
which exte:n•t trade Uln:io:ns are pol1~tlico:Uy olble to seoure a reg:ulaillio:n of the 
import o•f lo:bour as o socially controlled process and t:o which degree wo,r.kling 
closs o·rgunieati:o:ns are able to solve the questio:n of int:egroting mi•gra:nt wor­
·ke:rs i1nto the closs~struggle, o:nce they become e:nwlled i!nto the to•tal a:nmy of 
laibou.r wi1thin the oente·ns. 

On the surfaoe .it appears a:s Jlf Costles and Cosa:ok (1972) ar.ni:ve ail: a 
sim ilar oonclusion. But they do ·not mana·ge to mediate between seemingly 
structuml incompa,Hbi·Hti.es. O:n one ha:nd Oastle:s and Co·saok ana,lyze the .import 
01f labou.r as a direct tool of oa:pht:a:l hn the clo:ss struggle. By impo.r.tin:g immi­
grant labour, ca1pi:tal endeavours to Sip'Ht ·up the working olass (by putting against 
one another indig·enous a:nd foreign wo·rkers). Migrant workers ore a:ecr.edhted 
wi.th a clea:r and sim;ple wag·e~dep!'essing f:u.nct ion by the two a:uth:ors. At the 
s.ame t ime, however, i:t is ma:hnta::ned 1:ha11: a pa.rt of the extr·a-profirts rea•liiZed by 
the employment of ·immigrant l·albour J1s a:ppl,ied f·or »bri:bilng« an indigenous la­
bour a,ri.stocracy to enter an opportunisJ:Iic and short-'s!·ghted aolllia:nce with ca;pi­
>ta:l. By putting a bra·ke on the ri•S•e of wa:ge.s, mi·gra•tion beoomes a:n es:sential 
preoo:nd:i·tio:n for capi,ta.l..,a·ccumuiOitio;n and thereby the development of the for­
ces o•f produot:i1on. 

But on the other hand, the a:uthors oontinue, wages oan .in the long · 
run rise more i-n a country into which there is a co:nti:n;uous large~scale hnmigro­
tion than in a country where this is no:t the ca,se, 'on a•ccou.n:t o:f the dynamic 
8ffect an increa:sed oap::ta:l accumulati•o:n has on productivity' (·i:bid). However, 
Gastles a:nd Cosaok turn the impo.rt of lo:bour i·nto an i1ndependen:t va:rio:bl:e, used 
for th·e construction of a mono.causal ex:planotion. Thi•s monocausa:I explana­
tory model ·i,s clearly exposed, when Ga:stles and Co:sa·ck aottem,pt to explai!.n 
the di.tference in economic development in Engl·an:d and the Federal Republ ic 
of Germany with sole reference to the ex.tent of the import o:f immigrant labour 
1in the po.st wa:r pel'iiod. 
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»G·enma!Tly has had l•a111Qe a1nd 001ntilnuo,us hnorea·se·s ,iiTl labour foroe due 
to .immigl"ia'tion. At ti,rst wagres were held bacik. The .resul,ting oatpi,tol a:ccu­
mulotion a'llowed fast growth and oontiinuous rationalizamion. Briltathn has 
had V1irtuolly no gmwth in l·albo!Ur foroe due to m:i•g.raltion (·immilg.ra:tion has 
bee,n canoell.ed oUit by emigra,tJion 01f Bnitlish people to AUistm,JtiO•, eltc.) 
Every phase of expansion has oo1Mapsed ra'pidly ats wa•g·es ros'e due to 
lalbom shortag•e.s. The long~te:rm e,ffeot has been stagn'a'tion. By the si•x­
ties, German w,a~::Jr€18 ov·ertoo1k those of Bnita1iln, wh·ill·e e·oonomiic g.rowth and 
•ra·tiotnol.ioo,tion continued a:t an a•lmOSit undiimilni:shed rate« (1itb!id: 18). 

Instead 01f loo~ing for mono,caluoo:l g.enera,Jii,zations we sug,gest to hnvesti­
g•a,te the structura·l speC'ilfiioi,tie•S of eoch immigmtJion ootuntry. By structural 
oompa:ni,son we hov.e a.rnhned a:t the oon.clusion thalt the import of J,afbour ,pl•ays 
diifferent mle·s in re·la'l:ion to capi•tal aocumullation, deipending on the ·economic 
suructure and the forms of olass-,strug,gle into wh.ich it enters as one of several 
fa,ctors. In the following we shall confront the 11ef•erred views otn th·e .rel,artrionsthi,p 
betwee;n capita•l accumul,atUion and ·import of lolbour with a prov,j,sory c•J.a,ss ana­
lysis of two ~t~pes 01f immigmtion countrie•s on the Euroipean continent. We arrive 
at the condusion thart be,sides starNng fmm a1lte.nno1tive theoretioa:l prem:;ses, 
these dirv·erg,ing theses deal,in·g w,ith the funot:on and effects of the employment 
otf migmnt worke·rs seem to be specuiat>ing a'bo;Uit structurailly di,ssimi1la.r pa,rts 
of Western Euno1pean .rooHrty. 

The Case of Germany and the Ne·therla:nds 

The two pieces of ana,lyse.s referred to, ma1de by Nikolina:kos (1973) 
a1nd Morsholl, 01re centered am,und the function o,f labour m:1grat•ion ·i1n the Fe­
dewl Republii<c o1f G·enmany and the Netherlands respec~irve,Jy. 

With:n the Fedena·l Republ:ic of Germany immi.grant worker's hove art an 
ea,rly dote (the 1950's o,nd the 1960's) fto,rmed a .substan,tio'l pa,rt of the J,abour 
ma;r.ket. Whole bra,nche·s become dependent upo1n the di.sposnl of mig.ran·t wor­
kers. In the Netherlands large scale immi,gmtion wa.s of a more recent date. 
However, the feartur,es o,f the imm:gra,t.:on prooe•S•S a·s well a's the two oited p:.e­
oes of anulys.es, are s'mi'lar i1n the two coses. 

To more clo1sely del:mirt the util,irty of the oonc.ept of the .reS<erve ormy in 
the .po·st wur pe·riod I shall at some leng•th address th.eoretic.al propo,si,t:ons ,i,n 
Marshall'·s study (1973). 

In Capital, Karl Marx put forward hi:s well known theory of the general 
tr.ends o;f woge flructuot:on;s in oatpi;ta!li's't so·ciety. Hi's »cap:1ta,Ji,st populot'on 
law« wa1s a theoreti,col conception of the dynamios o•f reproduction, expansion 
and oontroctio1n of the reserve mmy of lohour, which would in turn have a de­
cisirve influence on wa,ge flucta;t:ons. But Hke other sociol lows, Ma,rshall argues, 
the aotua'l f,unct:oning of the l•aw of populotio,n is sooi;a:lly dete,nm:n.ed; thot i't i'S 
dependent upon the actua11 socio-·economic oondittions within de,f.!ni•te soo:ol for­
malJions and ·in relot·iorn to definit1e hiiS1JOrical ,pha,ses of oa:pitol:,st deve·lopment. 

Ma·rsha.ll stre.sse's the neoes.s'i'ty to elobora,te theo.retioa,lly on Marx',s law 
of populat:on in O•rder to reach a correct unde•rS1tlanding of the funct:on of mi­
gra;nt wo.rkers a.s a res•erv.e a,~my for we,st Europeon capi·ta-1 in the 1960's a,nd 
the 1970's. 

Duning the .post w:a1r period the struggles of union's in combination with 
the reo~i,enta,tion of cap;'t'a'l,;:st monopol!i,e·s towordls closs aHi,ance (Sozial-par­
tnerschaft) ha·ve pa,rtly been copabl·e o•f brea1king the nega!tive consequence:S 
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of »the ca.pi>ta<l,iiSt POIPUI<Oitii<on law« on the torma1~ion of wog,es. Thils ~eorientarl!ion 
~IS among other th:,ng.s oonnected to an increased need for va,lo,r.i~ltion (.need 
f·or ex,pandi<ng ma<rk·ets) 01f the sector for pnoduotl:on of oon,sumel'ls goods. Th•is 
make•s an un:l,imi.ted u:se of wage-depressing means un,feasilhle fo.r ca;pirta11 itself, 
ot any c·a,se dUI1kng pel'hodls of economi1c expansion. Mo•rec)IVer the ge1nerol tech­
nical and sooial develoiPment in late catpirtali.sm dema,nds a larger, well-eduoated, 
a1nd i1ncroo:si1ngly qua·Jiilfded lo1bour force, wh•i1ch ·un i~se.lf cad:ls to.r a hi.gher l·eve.l 
of repnoduction of l<albolur. l.Ji1klewhse »full employment« irs .in pri<nOi1ple, OIOCO<rdi.ng 
to Keynoo:on log·i·c, a valua<ble element in seou.11i1ng ~ong:er l,a,sbi<ng peniods of 
»max,umo,J e.oonomilc growth«. ThiiS impl•ies a1t least pa.rtia·l a1ppro,va:l by capilial 
of .in:crea·sed state..Jinter.vention into t·he economy. 

Secondly, catpi1a'l has i:n the period s ilnce the Second Wo·r'Jd Wa·r. to a 
growing extent introduced .new, more &Uibtle repreiSsive measu.re•s .than ma<nirpu­
lat:<ng the »popu.loltiiOn law«, .in 01rder to sa<fegua<~d a!CcumuJa<l!ion. Here belong 
measures such a<s poil<i<Oi<es of i<nlf.lo1io•n, .unoome poJ.iohes ·etc., wh·i·ch complemetnt 
and i·n some oo.ses comtPietely suibsHtute the wage-controliling functio.ns o'f the 
.industrial rese,rve (]lnmy. 

Such economic conditions and alas·s a.Uiance•s huve a.llowe!CI a co<nt.i:nuo•ns 
growth O'f .real i.ncome in Western Eu:rope to folilow rpace wi.th an increased pro­
duothv.ilty of la<bour. Extended acoumulortJiorn of OO<Pilto<l hra<S thro<ugh the ma·jor pa.rt 
Olf t·he post war <peniod- .i!f we lootk only a1t the pel'iiOd before 1975- ov.erstepped 
the a·V•eroge ri•se .i;n p110iductiMirt:y. Thi<s genemtied a sbe,adi<ly growing d.emond for 
f,resh laibou·r to the economy, whi,ch led to a deplel'i'on 01f dome•sti!C Western 
European labour re.senves. Du:ring the early .period fo.l<lowing the Se·cond World 
Wa<r, la<rge soa·l·e lolbou.r r.eorui'tmen't ha<s ta•ken pla:oe from a moderniiZ'itng Wes­
tern Eu.ro.pea<n ag.r,i;ou:l·bur.e and f,rom Wester:n Eut101pe'·s ».ilntenno·l periphery«; that 
is, eootnomi'ca'I·IY stagnanrt reg•:<ons with:i;n Wes,tenn E<u.rope .irt:sel,f. I.Ja:ter, moot addi­
t iona<l lolbour has been mobi<li:zed among Westenn E•u.ro,pean women, who farmed 
a IOirg•e potenlbio:l re<serve a,rmy of labour. These groups we.r.e drow,n i1nto pro­
duction os fa•r as this wars ,pos·silb'l·e a<nd feosilble under ,preva,il.hng economic as 
weU as socio,J oondi<tions itn the und·iPJidua:l Western E<uropea:n oountni,es. 

This ·incr-eased demand for l•albo.ur co<nnort simply be OlttnilbUibed to <the 
ex;pa<ns:1o1n of Western European i;nduSibry duning 1Jhe long pe11iods of »<su:stolhnecl 
growth« .in the 1950'•s and 1960's. In o<rder to undetl'lSta.nd the baokgmund of large 
scole :import O<f labour from .ex•tenna'l oomcets, tha1t is, lo1nge scole immigml)ion du­
ring the 1960's and eo1r;ly 1970's, ilt i<s hm,porta.nt to under:starnd tha:t srtr•uotu.ral 
transformations in pattenns o;f empl.oyment a.cted to :motke lalbour Siho·rt'Oge for 
industry acute. This is connected w,i,th ro<pid ex.pan,sion of te.rb:a<ry a!Cti.v,hties ond 
p<ubNc admi.nii<stnartJion. The expa<n.Si<Oin of the:se ail•tenn.a<ti<Ve oooupattiona;l sectors 
is in turn t ightly oo111neoted tJo a ro<pidly :irnor.ea<s'ng productiVJi•ty and to qua<l:i<ta~ 
t!i<vely transformed production proces1ses in the economy. RiSii<ng producti,vJ;ty 
implied cotnsequent problems of the vulonizoti<on of oo.pitoll, ooHi<ng ;hn tunn tor 
the expansion of .new economic seoto.rs aM:aiChed to odvertlilzement, man'ike>ting, 
ba<nking etc., a·nd for the rise of a rami1f:i:ed system of public :i<nstitutio<ns wh<i,ch 
have become a neoesslirt:y tor highly deve:l:otped mo,rket economi:es wi-th wide­
-spread state interv·en<ti<on. Mol'ieoMer, a growing socio<l!i;ZO•t:on of processes of 
labour reproduction, through expansion of the s~stem of educa,f.:on, and growth 
in the quantity and qua:li•ty o<f insti:tuNons for chi·ldnen a1nd adolescents, which 
was connected wi·th the e.n·try of women into the lo:bour m.a<nked, thnoduoed sig­
nhti:oa:n.t exponsion of new ty,pes of employment in th,e sooiotl seNioes. 

On the ba.s:s of continuous expanded .reproduction and quaJ.htJOitiiVe trotns­
formations in 'the e.conomy a mar'ked »scarcity o:f labour power« develo,ped du-
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r;hng the 1960's ,iln mo,st of the leading hndust11ia'l oo,untJ1i,e;s of Westem Europe. 
Howe,v-er, soaroi:ty of larbo,ur power its arlwoy.s, Mar,shaU mgue,s, s'oa,roilty In a 
relative sense. Scomi,ty ,irn the lorbour s.urpply irs J1el:a1thv,e, beoa,us'e it should be 
anoly:ood ·in relotion to both ·the rarte o~ aocumu+artion and to the »norma~« ~un­
ctioos of a rela,lli<ve su,l1plus ,populartlion unoer ca,pirto,l.iism - not in relo<lliron to 
the total a,nmy of lorbour or htls biOilog'ica'l reproduction. A relortli"',e larok of 
labour power earn very we:J.I marnifesrt ·irtlsel.f together with a rorpidly gmwing wor­
~ing popul~a~+on, 1irf ... 

» ... th~e J,Oibour ~eservers arr~e nre.arnly dep,J,eted, qpen unemploymernt ~irs v,ery 
small, and the rartle orf oarpirro'l ocoumuJartion is even more rorpid than the 
narte of gm:wth of the !arbour fome arnd the rarte of growth o~ lorbour pro­
ductivi•ty ... There 'is sca~rdty o·f larbo-ur ... w:hen wo,rkers cannot be rapidly 
·irnoorporartled i,nto produotiron (.th~ irs ,i,s soo,f'loity ·irn the srtrict sens,e), or when 
workerJ'IS oarn be found and employed, but only art the expense of a sig­
nificant nirs'e ,irn the J,evel of warges ('thi,s 'is .s;c;arroirty in the bmrad:er senrs•e). 
Thi,s lattercose of >>·sca,roity« can coincirde wirth the moment ... « when 
·irnflaltio:n beg:irnrs, beoa,use o ch<m·ge in the di,stl'ii,buthorn of inoome i,s nort pe~r­
mi'bted by the oa,pirtJaHSitls, who feed the i rnc~ooiSe in wo'f}e's totoHy or pa:r­
tially to pri~ces (s:,nce the defens,i,ve me'cho,nirsm of a large scarle recrea­
ti,on of the r,es,erve a,~my iis no ·longer po,ooilbl~e« (Ma,rsha,J~ I 1973: 12). 

J,f <the pots,i!tliorn o~ trade unriioins in the economic ol.arss •struggle ~ irs stro,ng 
in a si<tuo,tion of fuU em:pJ,oymenrt or shortoge of !arbour, f'learl w.atg·e's mi,ght ri~Se 
fa,ster tha1n protduolii~tirty - itn sp:d:~e of i.noome pol!itcy and infla<lliOtn pol'icy - the­
r.etby putti1ng a breatk on tunther accumu:laltion . In such sirouattions a scmo.ity of 
lorbour power ha·s ocour;r:ed >>,ifn the broordrer sense«. In other wo,rds ,id: ~is ,no longer 
pots;sirble to reoru:i't new membe,r:s for the pno:oes,s Otf pmduction w.iithout threate­
ning the ,proftitts o~ oel1ttalirn se<Cto,rs by too sudden f'lirse's in the wa,ge Je,vel, i.e. 
1irf wonk·er;s ore to be reo~uitt,ed to these sectons of the system orf product<!ro;n tmm 
,irnternarl !'arbour reserves. Uk,ewioo this could nnf,er tJoo Ja,rge cos~s on catpitlla:l as 
a tota,l,irty (v:ia the storte) when, for hnsttanoe, mo:re publric irnstitutil()(n<S for chUd 
oare 011'11d sooio'l'i~o1tion would need to be qHirck'ly erected, supposing that ordded 
tn 'umbe~ of women wer·e suddenly to be drawn itnto the l·albour marrk,et. R,e,crulirbing 
exoes's,ive omo,untls of !arbour from ·irntem,a;l pe,rirph:enarl re,gio,ns wou1ld i;n turn 
meorn increars:rng »iiln1lernarl undendevelotpmenrt« by a marsts:irve exodus o~ local 
popula,tiorns to irnd-ustni'a'l cent!ens. Thus such reg,ions wo,uld in the lornger run 
lo~se thei,r va,lue a·s ma,f'lketls arnd objects of 1irnvestment for oorpiJta,J, ,i,f they parrtly 
or 1!0tto,lly depleted of their human .reoources. 

A short-s,ig.hted a:l1ernativ.e in th is si,tuartio:n, Morshalll a,rgues, WO'S for 
catpi,toJ to ,i,ntenrs,irfy the ~import of forerign l·aibour. As a drop i'n ocoumul'aitiorn o1nd 
possible reces'S'ions could mean a drorp in worki·ng olass income, ,the trade unions 
have no,rmally accepted a controlled import of ,Jabour in tthis ca:se. Thus the 
unions expected to rearp their shore of added y,a,hue i1n tavour of the working 
olo,ss ·kn the event of renewed eoonomic exparnsion and inoreaood wages. 

Ma,r.shaU orgues th{]1: la1bour subst:rtu~iron (·rarNonaJitwrtion, the Introduot!orn 
of new technology etc.) could ne~er be a1n immediate atltemati,ve to ~the ·import 
of lobour. Labour subs,titut!Jion demarntds long te,nm developme,nt of new ~teohni­
ques and methods o~f organization and new technolorg :e~s which ca,nnot be in­
vented a.nd {]rpplied immedia1tely ncco,J'Iding to o,ften unpredictat~l .e fluctuations 
of ma!rk,et oppof"t1u,l'lli,t:es, rhythms of bu.shnerss cycles etc. Thus the ~impo,rt of 
laobour represents >>O buffer of e.conomic cycles«, which oon be used 'irn oJ'Ider 
to occumulo,te time and carpitol for more long ~sighted de.velopment and invest­
ment 'strotegi;e,s. 
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Alrtho.ugh the conceptions Olf Mor.shall have a ol.ea1r appHIOCllbi,l·ilty to the 
po!St-wo,r devel101pment of oH highly •hndustr·i,a;l co'u-nt11ies oil' Western Euro1pe. her 
propooiiliiiOirTS are, acoordli,ng to o•ur opin;ion, most generally valid hn the oose 
of countr.ies like Hol1land, the .Fedeml .Republic of Germany and Sweden. These 
oountr·ies 01re ohomoteriiZed by a stro,ng posiltion of advanced mo,nopoly CO!Pi­
ta4 - Le. muiJt;;nailiionoJI compa1nies, which domiJn(]tte the reproduction of the 
economy a:s a who,le. Thlils moons among 01ther things: 

1) An albso!l uilie and r·el,altil\le incroooo of the monopoU~ed sector. 
2) An ilntensi,fiied ex.plo1irtJaltiio,n olf lalbom mar;ked by th'e hnoreos.ed share 

olf rela,uve su,rplus va;lue hn the accumulatio,n pro,cess as a whole. 
3) An inc!1ea1Sed el,ilm:,naltiton 01f book.wmd oapiilia,h:ISt entenpnises and the 

·trodilt!itOtna'l petty bou.rgoo:sie. 
bn t:h:ese oou;ntn:es Sitaibitl>ilty i111 the prooeStSes oil' molnOipol;iiZaltiion were se­

cured through Sozialpartnerschaft between mo111opoly capirtla1l and strong re­
fo.rmilst wori<Jing claiSS m(JVem.ents•. 

The mode'l o,f caJpita'l accumulation and the impo.rt Olf laibour pretsented 
by Ma~sha.ll i:s, dts a martlter olf fact, a reHeot:on of the lo·ng pe11iod of .r;el·aJtive:ly 
stable and .a.ocelerati.ng accumulation, which ohamcterized Westenn European 
cap;,taJl;i,sm through mOISt o1f the po,srt:-wa1r time. lt does not however expla•in the 
role of migl"ont!s a1s a re,serv•e a,nmy ill1 a siltuo;tio>n o,f e.oo,nomic c.risi.s. Thus the 
group of authors irn Schwarzbuch: Auslandische Arbeiter (Geisel:berger ed. 1972) 
argue that t.he wage-depressing function o•f labo·ur ·illl1fPOrt remains rela-tively 
veiled in periods of high ·conjuncture, but comes into the open In the ca-se of 
.necession or cnhsi.s. 

Thi!S seems to be a vad·id poJn1t of view - with some modi,Jii,ca.tioll1. By 
riii11Slilsti.ng on a cornt:rolled impo.rt of labour the trade unions hal\le bee1n alble to 
ensure that the wage-d~pressi,ng liunctJiiOln of immi,gmnt labour hos been k·ept 
ot a level acceptalbl,e to the wo,nk·itng olooo, 01nd the ·import of labour ho;s i111 the 
long run even been con ceptua•li•zed as a g<rowth and income-sustaining device. 
However, it ;,s evi·den:t that the possitbi'l·hty olf control over the functio1n of this 
~nte~nat!Oina.Jiy mobirle rese.rve a1rmy d·ecreas.es hn the event of a la.rge sca,le 
struotura;lly -induced r.i,se in unemployment a1s ho1s been se•en since the middle 
of the 1970's oH ov·er E,uro,pe. 1111 this s:,t:ua,tion unemployed foreign worrke~s to­
gether W1i>th indigenous wonker.s swell a growing ~eserve ormy, making up a con­
venient baokground fo·r a t ighte:ned :i:ncome,poli<cy as one of the elements of 
oriiS•iJs-ma,na,gemenlt. 

On the other hand, the degree to which a growing re·serve-army will ma-
111iilfest itself ·in deore:aei;ng wa.g·e level's is dependent ·upo.n a nJUmber of soc:ol 
.factors: forms and degree o,f orga,ni,zotioll1 among i111d'genous as well a•s m:grant 
WOI'kers Wd<thiln the sector;s Which employ mig.ro,nt la:bom, atS well a!S organi­
za,t iornal itn:tegra,tiOin a~nd solid>a,ni!ty wirthiln the working cla,ss org.anitza:tio,ns as 
a whole. 

At the same time i:t itS importa,nt not to plung·e i1nto the pi<tta'll of arguing 
thail: a massive productio•n ond reproduction of a reserve army of l·abour ·i!S in 
the unambig-uous interest 01f capima.l. Under the .rul•!ng cond:i>Uons of the social 
controct, th iiS means the unproduct:iv'e dra,:nage of the system fOtr unemployment 
benef.i>ts and socia,l wetlfa,re, a,s we·ll a1s the mul·tipl ication of >>SOC·iO·l problems« 
and soci.ol lldev,:•ation«, which in t:he last ilnsta,nce th.rea1ens to question the very 
ideolog;ica'l foundoti:ons of bourgeois so.oiety (Go rz 1930). In periods of econo­
mic c~i.s is and reconstruction i•t i!S defill1•i,tely in the i1n1terest of capitol to ma,:111ta1in 
a reserve a-rmy tha1 puts pre-ssu•re on the wo!"k-force as a whole, but ·not to 
such a degree tha.t it cou:ld threa,ten the con1Ji·o·l over the p: o-cesses of ma.teria.l 
produot:ion and social reproductio•n as such. Thus it is important for capita.! 
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to keep the r,eserve a1nmy at a certoiln optima;! level a.nd cond;irtJion depending on 
the p~evoi,Hng ~speoi~;i,c condi~tions of acoumullotion and ,the relottiotnsh,Jps of for­
c~e·s ,in the clotss ~str.Utgg,le. One el·ement •in such a poLicy of regulotion h<liS been 
to send book a certa•itn patnt o;f the unemploy,ed migmont workers tiO thei,r ooun­
triie:s o~ origin. This happened itn Ge.rmony duni,ng the recession of 1967-68 and 
a1gnin after 1973 in connection with oocetlemted structuml transfonm<l,tion 01f the 
economy and a mpitd and Utnoon,troned exparns'i,on of the reserve otr.my 01f latbour. 

The Case of France 

I hav'e br,itefly pres:etnrted the theotry of Cloude Mei·HalSISO:ux (Meli~lassoux 
1975) concerning the importance o~ migmtion and the emtployment of mig,ront 
lolbour fo,r capitolri1sm; for Mei,Jiassoux thi,s is synonymous witth GMP. the Catpi· 
ta;l,ist Mode of Production . To liecatpi;tul,atte the oentna;l arg•ument. MeiHa;ssoux 
atrgued thot the l,e,vel of wog,es in a sector of the l•atbom market (~hn the oapi,t<l·lrist 
peniphery or irn certoitn pa,nts o1f the center states) should be k·ept be,low the 
OtctuO!I v:arl:ue of lalbour power. Thii1s J,s, occorditng to Me::,llarssoux, atn atbool:ute 
precondition for t•he survivatl of CMP. Her,eby oapita.l olbtatl;ns a »fr·ee ren:t«. The 
onigi,n of thils ren:t i;s to be ro,und ,itn notn~oarpirta;l;i:st systems of production itn the 
co·untries orr area's of destination orf migrantts - i.e. tkitn or family---<based pro­
duction systems oategori,zed under the headitng of »the domestic mode of pro­
duotiorn« (la mode de production domestique). Thii1s lient i's nece~ssarry for oatpi­
ta~ by na,tune of th•e esrsentiatl S<truotulie orf CMP ats ,such, whi,ch Oillowrs only the 
reproduotion of the ,j,ndii"firdual lralbouretr hlimseH duning the ~pa;n oo 'time he is 
actually working for the oa,pi,t,a.Ji,st. The non-capita,l•i,st r~ent must the,re,fore com­
pensate for the reproduotiotn of the lobourer during the time, when he iiS not 
dilreotly work.ing ats well os for the tollatl sooito~bi;ologlioal repmdluotion orf the 
working ola'SS a1s such. Through 'imperioli'st bonds of domina.tion, extra prOifits 
atre extraeted fmm undetrpa,ird migrant wonk~e~s. irn order to brirbe a Western 
Eumpea1n larbour atnilstooracy whose l.albour, ·impl'i,oated by the speoittic log1ic of 
MeHia•S·SIOtUX'•s 01ngumentt. is bei,n,g patird ov,er its oo~ua1l volue. The retprodluotion 
of most of th,e Westenn Eumpeatn p!iol,etatni,art: ta1k,es pl,aoe witthi;n the or:birt: of a 
»dome,stic« type of sooiul mlationshitps only to a marrg.in,a,l de·gnee, thot .is within 
the modem nudeor wor,k1irng oloss famirly is stripped of most of its prodluative 
f,unotions. 

lt ought to be ev,ident to e~erybody who is atcquatinted wi1th Mmx1i,st pol,i­
tioatl economy, or who commands a bit of common sense, that the a,rg,ument 
which Meillla,ssoux helie brinrg's to the fore does ,not hold OtS a kind of »•IOW<< 
V'a,lid for capi,!Ja,i'i;sm iin a srtructuna1l arnd g~enewl hi1storioa1l sense. But the ' a.rgru­
ment nev·ertheless she;lrtelis a natitotnall nudeus. A oerta1iln sector of the Enench 
eoonomy ,is marked by the ,ex,;,stenoe of low~prodiuctive ent·erp~i,ses and work­
shops; tha1t itS wi,th a pmduolliMirt:y matrk•edly below that orf the French and the 
Western European a1Ve,r:ag.e.1 These ent·enp~ilses la,ck economic portentiotl for an 
incroose of the technicol comrpotsi~i,on of oapi~atl. Therefore they a,r;e increos:tngly 
forced, in a pe11iod of 'ilntens:ir~ied technolog,ioa'l oompetion, to sell theirr products 
below their va,lue upon a mmgitna:l matrket. Thei1r very exiiStenoe is dependent 
on the oo,nditio;n that!: the lev,el of watg·es i1n one s'ecto1r o~ the 1,a1bour ma•nket could 
be kept on a minimatl l'evel - a le,vel ma;rkedly below the av.erage l·evel of 
wages for p11ol~etat11iotn1i~ed .J.aibour ,i,n f;na1nce. 

1 For a detailed analysl·s of the development in post-war French labour market. class struggle 
migration see Lefebvre 1980. 
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The e'n~enpr,ises a1nd wo,nk.s'h01ps, fa,nms et•c .• halVe 001rl·ier to a ma,nk,ed 
deg.ree .subsisted •upon ~he ~employmen't of semi,pro:l.e,ta.niotn!i.zJed indigenous lalbow 
{·peiOISOnt-wonk:er.s). Through the progr,oosi.ng pro;leta;rio;ni~a·tion of l•a1bour a1nd 
by the adva1noement of other seoti101n<S of F.nenoh oapii•ta,l,ism, these ha'Ve by atnd 
la,rge ·been mode dapendent upon extremely low-pa•id lalbour importad from 
the periphery of the OOipiltiOJlist ·sy,sitem - most often »peasa•m-workens« from 
ea.nLier French OOil:onties .i,n Af,r,ioa·. 

lt is .t:h.e ex:istence 01f sulbstan·t iiOII stJra:tas of such m:a>rg,iln.a'l enterpniiSeiS 
(owned by centaiitn fraiCtion.s of the Fnench bourgooiiSie a1nd petty bourg~ooi.s;ie) 
whi·ch maikes up the stwotura:l a:nd matenio;l bOtokgtroun:d for the presence of the 
mOil'ked<ly »,super-~ex.ploi,ted« pairt of the wo.nki:ng olaJSS. Th:iiS section of the wor­
k,ing class consi's.ts of ;immigmnt workers, whose ·labour is reproduced a.t a 
level far below the present hi,sronicail VOil•ue of laibour ·in Fronce - even dow,n to 
the ma.rlgin o.t mere .pihysi.oa'l subsistence. 

Thi1s ,j,s aiS a maitlter Oif fa,ct a;pproo;ching a siitua,tion Slimi,la,r t10 the one 
Meillo<ssoux describes ( ond then tni,es to g•en.eroil;i£e): Caipi,tJa,l susta'ins the re­
pnoduotion of the labourer on:ly dul'iilng the t ime when the lalboure,r 'is ditr·ectly 
working for ca;pitta:l. But this i1s not dtue to any essential chorocte•riiSititC o.f CMP 
a1s such. l·t :itS the way the moirgilnoil eco,n:omic level o.f the French e•OOinomy com­
pensa1:es for the fa,ct that it ha's to <Se!l·l its commodi.tie·s at a \Price endercutting 
:the octua1l oosts of production - aif the·oo had to be f·ully ipaiid a.coondilng to .the 
present h·hS!toniro,Uy denilVed claii!ms ailld needs Olf the F.rench wo,nk•i,ng class at 
la1rge. This happens through a de facto OJppropnio1·ion of a ».non-capita,ltiiSt rent«. 
A complementoiry re.prodtuotJi101n of lahou.r takes pla:ce outside the or.bitt of CMP 
·in the centers - in the conteoct Olf non - oalpiatliis't produc,Non rela1Ji,o>m> i•n the 
migrants' oounibl'iies o1 o·nign. 

But the a;ttempt of Claude Msi.Uo!ssoux to generalize ·theoo oo:nditi101ns a's 
the funot>i>otn, the .rot,ionoJJ.i,ty Oif lalbour mig.r·Oition f,rom periphery to center a1s a 
whole •i'S not hi·storic and no.n ... reaHs'tic. FirS't, ilt veiii.S 1Jhe hi'storical fact that 
a l·a1rge pa;r;t of the wo.nke1ns, who 01re reonuitted aiS mig,rant wonk.e.ns, actua'l,ly ha,ve 
their orig•in am<mg the fulily proletarianized wo,rkiing population ·i,n their home­
-oountr.ies - either os membertS OJf th·e aiCtJiiVe airmy of workers or of the reserve 
ar my of margi·naii<IY employed in the town. Second, the ;vo1lue off laibour is eS'sen­
t i;OiNy hirstori,ca;ltly detenmhned a1nd oo'n1no:t be defi;n:ed eco,nomilstioo:ltly by .refe­
rell'Ce to an invairion.t ·structure of the CMP - whatever th irs structure .is anived 
at .in an essentio!Hsl!: O·r em:pir·i!Ci'S't way (as in the case o,f Mei.lla:ssoux).2 

This represents an eoonomiiSitiic and staJti,c ooncepNon of the va,l.ue of 
lalbo•ur. However, it f·UJnotion:s to pno~ide Meitllorssoux wiltlh a ba,SiiJs fo1r pos·tu­
laiti,ng thoit when the laibou.r Olf m:gmm wo•likers i1s generally pa1id a•t a lower 
pr.ioe thon thot o·f 'indigenous wonk·ens. then the necesoo,ry extro · ·reproduct!io1n 
001St mu•st come f11om somewher:e e:lste - tha1t is, ~rom somewhere el:se than 
GMP - wh,ich could 01nly be n:o,n-calpitaai,st »domestic« pnoduotJio,n systems. 

The theoretical! untenaibi'li<ty of .the a.rgument orugiht to be clear. As to 
i:ts em.phnicatl bea1ri,ng in con.neotJ:on wiil:h the emplo.ymeint o.f ·immigmnt la:bour in 
Fratnce ·i.t hatS a'ot!ua~,Jy only been a certa;i:n strott!um of immigraint wonkens in 
Fmnoe, who hO'Ve been empl·oyed wi,thi.n the lll(]trg::nall sector o.f the F.rench eco­
nomy. The .ma,jority of ,immig.na,nt workers in the 1960's a.nd 1980's wonk·ed wilthin 
copiltOii'itSt lo1rge soa1le bndUtst·ry a!nd witt!hi1n mun,i·cipoil serv,i:ces. Wage and wonk•ing 
ooncii<ti<lirt.S were a1nd a1re usuatl<ly sthpu:lail:ed through ag·reements between 'Uin.lions 
and employer.s. Wages were genemlly lower than wages for the some wor.k in, 

2 See a detai led outline of Meillassoux' argument in Schierup 1977. and o Critique of his major 
propositions. 
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for example, .the Federa•l RepUiblic o,f Germany and in some spechHc instances 
wo:ge.s came olose to ~hose J1n ma,nginal enterpri~SeS. Mostly, however, the wages 
of migra1n1bs come close to or osciil,larte a-round the h'i1storica11 val,ue of laoour 
power un Fra1noe·.3 

As a who'l'e, the ·Jl1(11terio·l buy>;,ng power of the wages of ·immigrant wor­
kers ·in f;ra.nce, and in other Western 6uropeon cou.n1tnies, when tna1nsf·enred to 
the co·u.ntries of orign of the mig.ranrt'S, covers seve.ra\1 <t imes oiVer the historical­
ly establ ished costs of reproduc.t'ion of fully pro.leta ria.nnhzed 1albo.ur in the coun­
~nie:s un the OO!piirtalhist pe11iphery, f.r·om where the immi1gmnt workers or.ig!hnolte. 
The histori•oa1lly o01nsN,tuted malteria1l l·wel of reproduotio,n O•f l01bour i1s ·itn 01ther 
words l·ower i'n the pe11i1phery tho1n wi:thi.n the oenrores. 

This is also vo'l:id for those immig,ra1nt workers, who of1ig,hnaite 1iln the semi­
-proJ,et:a,nianilzed pea:so.nt~populaltl ion o,f the perilphery. These 01S wei.J. ~hrough the 
wages they ocq'U'i,re wi,th:in the cetnMes, a're made a1bl1e .to reprod.u:oe themselves 
(Ois laibou.r :power) a't o ma,tel'iio·l level, much higher tho1n the estatbl·iisihed 181Vie1 of 
reproductl:on in the 0 1J100S ·Oif orig1i1n. 

To disouss why immig•rant workens a,ne Oif,ren w;iH,hng a'nd a:b.le to · sell 
thei'r !arbour a:t a lower price than th·e hi•sto.r.ica·l v:a,lu.e o,f l01bou.r ·i1n the centres, 
i<t ·iS theoreti.ootf.Jy esoont<ia1l to depa1rt fmm the histo:ri1001I:Iy esrolbl:i,shed l·evel of 
reproduotion and t>he co1ncrete histo·rhca'l OOind!i.t io,ns of reproouotion of lalbo.ur 
in the peri!phery, and not from the a·ssumed so-cail'l ed »1pa1rt ia'l reproductionc< 
under .non~:pirtoiHJSt oondi1!i01ns. 

An undensto:nding of the oondil!ions of the .reproduction -of lolbour power 
a:nd ·i1ts effects upon the ma1te~i01l lev·el of reproducHon of lolbour w.i.thi:n the 
pe,r i,phe·rv should .re·srt on a1n anallysi·s of the c·ha:ss .strug;gle atnd i,t;s hi~to•nioal 
co:nditNo:n,s and baokgro,urnd Wli,tJh·iln the va:rious so'cia:l formattioms .in the peniphery. 
l•t oa,n:not be stre:sse,d eno1U19h that the posift!i,on and role of .immigrant WOir.kers 
in the cla:ss strugf.e of the centre•s oa:n ·in no way be deduced fr<Om thei1r level 
of ma,teniad reiProduction wi;t'hlin the penilphery. Nevertheles, thi1s hs an eSISentJial 
po1rt of the back.gro!Und for .speol!fhc 'id:eologiool and pol•iltiica,l elements wh:ich the 
immigrant reJSe:rve onmy i'nt>roduoes i1nro the Wooter.n 6urQpealn claiSls stnug.g,les, 
once they become enrolled •in We·stem European la:bour mo~kets and working 
CIOIS:SeS. 
We sha1ll not go i:nto detoli'l discuSISiing M:eilf.la!SSoux' .iln:terpneta,t i!Oin of the ~unot1i01n 
of migr·ant labou r in We·Sitem Euroipe (for th is see Schiemp 1977). f,nstead we 
proJPo·se a structural .delimitation of what we halVe ca1led the rational nucleus 
of hi:s spoouilo1ti<m's - i. e. the ex:istence of a Slpec!ilflitc mmg:in'a'l le'Veil w,i1Jhin tne 
ec,01nomic structure o~ th·e French •S<Ooio'l formart!ion where lalbou.r pO!Wer as a 
matter of necessity mu:st be pa1id a1t a level, where irtis ~ull C01Sl:IS of rep,rod:uction 
01ne ,n.o,t OO·V•e111ed. 

To a~nniMe a:t a mo:re compltete un:densro:ndri:ng of the pe:rspecti,ves for the 
ma'rg'i:nol level of the economy a1s weU atS for the flun.otion of t!he employment of 
migrant ,fabour as a who.Je, we mu1st try to em!b.ra.ce conceptual:ly f;relloh copi- . 
ta:l1ism OIS a stnuctluml rotoil'ilty. f;or h ilstol'icol reosoniS F.ronoe, omong other fac­
tors due to its colon ia·list posit a.nd ,present •i>s characte•ri,zed by other types of 
rela•ti•OIIl!Sh i:ps among domiln:a~i:ng froctioo's 01f t•he bo,urgeois:ile than in the case 
of, for example, the f;edero1l Re:publ·ic 01f Germany. 

Fhna1nce copi<ta1l, esta:bl,ishing. irtself fi,rmly dW1i1ng the collonia,Hist pa>st, stilll 
holds a relalt!ively str01ng position ·in rela,tion to sta1re oo:pil001l connected with the 

3 According to Letebvre (1980:71) the average wage difference between French Indigenous and 
migrant workers was 17'/o by the mid-seventies. 
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stote bureaucracy a·nd .highly monoJPo'lized ca1pitail represented by the techno­
arocy of modern e~pondi1ng mutl·tiil'lalblona;l compani.es.4 The relotir..tely strong po­
&i,lllon of f.inatnoe capi·ta>l O>nd .i.ts (to a· la>nge degree) speoula>tilve chorocter has put 
a bra1ke on ooncentro,tion and oen~ral,ioo>tio,n of prodluctiiVe oa,piillall ·in Fm,nce. 
which hos been rel(]lbil\tely sulborrlhnail:ed Wi·thin the framework of i>n~erimperioJist 
ri!Vo.ltry .~n the post wa1r per;iod; i.e. being a »1se·oond ron·k« 001pi>ta:Hst cent•er. Con­
neoted to th;is sel.ecti>ve itnlleg<rOibionjeliminaltion of in•termedia<te COipi>ta'l the lii­
quida.tion of the pety bou.rg·eoisie has been retarded when compmed to Germany, 
Holland and Sweden. These sooio~ st:mrto, and therefore tnadli,tio.na;Uy orgo1ni1Zed 
atnd non-mo,nopol:iiZed sectons of the economy, manage to su,slla:in themsel·ves 
thr·ough a contlhnuo,u·s symbiotic rela>tionsh,~p to fi.nanoe ca.pitaL 

The more ma,rg•itnoll soot:ions of the French economy ha,ve tradiltionoHy 
been ma>rked by a lolbour force of·ten directly recruirted from the French peaiSO<n­
try wirth a poorly d~eloped unioo trodii>tio'n and a lo,ok Olf workiiing class con­
sciousness. During the 1960's thiiS reser>ve wa1s by and large empt>ied out. a·.t the 
same time as t.he marrg i•nal pole of the economy was e-conomicalily squeee:ed by 
intensimied oompetittion. These ca•ndiil:lions tog·ether mode the mmg•i!na1l stra.tum 
of the economy dependent on immigmnt work•ens, who had entened the coun.try 
iJiego·lly, who;se whole J,ife in Fro1nee was spent ·iin a state of illegality, aind who 
atre i1n ma1ny 001ses ex:ploi•ted down to an even physica.l mhnimum of ex•i!Stence 
wi•thout cotnsiderartion to o•f.fi,oioll regulations or aQ!reements between capi.toJ and 
lalbo.ur on <the French t01bom ma.nket. 

Contro,ry to the ·Si•tuattioo .in most European looour~importling countries, 
i•Uego:l migrotion into F.ranoe haiS not been a question of hnd:i>Vidua>l catses, but 
a very widespread phenOI/llenon. Tha•t th:is has boon .pohitti100•J.IY tpo5;Si1ble oa;n be 
a•ttriibuted to the cont:,nued strong pol•iti•ca'l i1nfl.uenoe Off mo,rg:ilna'l bo1urgoois atnd 
tradit io.na•l .perty bourgeoi;s socio•l strata in certa·i:n .regins of France. The influ­
ence of the•se elements has been Ulpon the state ajpipamtU'S and accordingly on 
the concrete wrays ·i<n whi•ch ·mmignattion lm~s and la1bou.r regulaltions a:re :imple­
mented. 

Their very start:e of ·i:llegoNrt:y haiS depl1i:ved this stra.tum of mig•ra1nrt worker:s 
Olf a1ny r.ights of citizenship wha>t:&o•ever, fmm poS!S!ilbi.l.ities of organ:ilzed pol,i<tical 
action and placed them outside the o.rgoni~ed workers' movement. Their very 
presence hn France was, a:nd i-s cr.imina:J.ized a;s such. Many who har.;e ll·legaJiy 
ernered ha,ve lir..ted for yea,rs ail: a phy,siool min;imum of ex.istence. 

However, i<t is not 01nly ·the morg:itna11 buyens of la!bour, who deniiVed be­
nefits from the many itllegol entr~es du.ni;ng the 1960's atnd 1970's. J.lrlego,l employ­
ment at a.ny greater ·scatle within <the centres of large-scale i-ndustry, wocuild ha•ve 
crea·ted illlsurmou.n>tabl·e confNcts ~n relot!i10n to the org,a;ni,zaitions of the f;rench 
wor.kiing clatss: But nevertheless. the H·lega11 ent<nies functioned for mony yoo,rs 
OIS a kihnd of more or 1'8<SS ot.fhc'iaHy so'nctionecl ~11forma~ cha,ntnel of a'ttrocbion 
Olf foreign lotbour (of. Lefebvre 1980). A considerable ·pa<rt of the migmm wor­
kt:ng force ·in French .indu:srtr·iOII centres co.nsi1sts of peroorrs who orig:ina!Uy enrte­
red <i.llega.uy. Later they hold their sta,tus »<f'181Q<Uioted«. Thei•r sojoum i1n F.ra1nce 
WCllS l·ega,l,i,zed a;nd they QJtto;ined o:ff,hciall wonk~permi<tJs. Thus ioJJegaJ entnies were, 
during the economic boom .per·iodiS of the 1960's and ea1nly 1970's, Uised indirrectly 
as a mechanism o,f wage-depression a·lso wi-thin centrol economic sectors. From 
the point of vJew of employens, they were used muoh more eff.ecti"'ely than in 

4 The theoretical Inspiration and background to these propooltions can be found In the work 
of Nlcos Poulantzas about the contradictions within the bourgolsle in modern capitalism (Poulantzos 1974.), 
which especially analyzes the structure of French capital ism. 
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countries where the import of labour has occurred a's a more tightly con­
troU·ed ,process fo,llowhng fonma'l'i~ed ag;reements between capiootl and lalbollJir.5 

ThJs seems to j<UIS,.bi,fy Gorz' p~opo,s,ition of o dual labour market, cham.c­
terized by the reproduotiotn of (immig.nant) lalbour a:t a level (which was lower 
than ~the leveJ hi,storioarlly esta!bHlshed through tlhre stnug.glres of the indigenous 
WOII''k,ing class. But thiiS conrnort:, a1s Gorz org,ues, be proposed ats aibsol·ute pre­
coo:ditions for the conrtin<ued eXiistence of CO\Pirtla~~i<srt: Westenn Eurotpeatn society 
as such. The extis t :ng condi<lliotnrs ·Sho uld be anolysed ooncreite ly h:i,g,to.riootl-ly -
as an expression of the cond,htions fo:r, and reJotionshilps of tom es in the oloss 
stnugg.les in ,post wa1r Fmnce. In the oontext Olf the economic an d poNitiool co:nj,Utn­
ctures. which have .predomitno,ted ·itn f=;rance shn.ce the middle otf the 1970's, the 
question of .illego l entries ha~s ever more frequently entered the agenda o~ impor­
tant po,Ufticarl bodies i1n Fmnce (dlbid). represented ats a ser·ious sociol and po.li­
tioarl p.rob.lem atnd a stigma on the French na,tion. This should be seen itn the 
stnuotura,l ootntext of ol<tematt'e l<ilberatl (Gisoatrd D'E,soo,ing) and sooi,arl~democra­
t ic (MiUemnd ottempts .to »modennize·« the French economic structure, a,t the 
same time favo,uring the development orf a French version of the modetl of 
Sozialpartnerschaft instead of clatshrintg cotnrfrontattlons of oa,pi:t:arl atnd l ~a tbour. 
These potliti.ca,l-eoonomic conjunctures haMe led to a pro:gresrsirve eNm ina1lion of 
the ma:rg,itnarl pol~e of the economy ats a factor of poli:t.ica,l power i1n Firench so­
ciety and to a diminishing importance of il~ ega.IJy enrte·red immigm nts in the 
labour force. 

Gorz' (1970) poj;nt ort v,iew - l'i<ke thart of MeiJiassoux (1975) - reflects 
a static and a histoll'ic compre;hens·ion of catpi~taHsm; an empiricist ge:nenall,i<zat ion 
of some cotn,~pl,oi .ous stnuctum:l features o·f a specifric formartion under certa:in 
specitf ic historica;l'ly exi'sting cond it ions of accumuila<tiorn a,ntd relatt ion!Sh,ips i:n the 
CIOIS'S Strugg}e. 
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SUMMARY 

l.n this paper the author discusses va.rious Marx.ist views on the role of the reserve 
army of immigroont laboiUr in relation to ca.pi,talri'St accumulation !n Western Europe. 
Crrtrcal a·nalysis is given of the theo,ries of Claude Meillassoux, Andre Gorz, Marios 
N:i:kolina·kos, Atlria.na Mar,shall, Stephen Cast·les a.nd Godul.a Cosack. The au:thor ma.inta·hns 
that although most Marxist writers uphold the view that the contradictory position of 
lmmigrotnt workers as a reserve army of labour provides a basis fo·r their ambiguous 
role m the economic a•nd political class struggle that there is still disagreement in 
regard to defining this position in structural terms. 1t i's argued that this disagreement 
is the result of generalimtions made by observing d ifferent pa·rts of the Western 
European reality. The author pursues thi·s argument i'n two European contexts - first, 
the Federa.l Republic of Germ01ny and the Netherlands; second, the case of France. 
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