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SUMMARY

The article presents the main results of qualitative analysis of an annotated bibliography on
ethnic relations in Croatia after 1989, prepared by the CEU, South-Eastern European Studies Depart-
ment (Budapest). The bibliography was a selected sample of academic literature published, with few
exceptions, by Croatian social and political scientists between 1989 and 1998. Five major classifica-
tion criteria were found that “best” describe the mainstream of academic interest in-, and for Croatia
during the past decade. These are issues dealing with: (1) ethnic identity, (2) nationalism & ethnic
conflicts, (3) war & related human catastrophes, (4) human, ethnic & minority rights, (5) multicultu-
ralism & democracy. The content analysis of abstracts and listed key words uncovered a significant
shift of interest of Croatian scholars during the past 10 years from issues on ethnic identity & con-
flicts toward issues of multiculturalism & human rights. With the exception of few titles, the reviewer
found the annotated bibliography complete with customary library search data, representative for a
wide range of disciplines and balanced in selection.
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Introduction

Parallel with a growing scholarly interest for ethnic relations in Central and
Eastern Europe (Feischmidt, 1998), there is an ever pressing need for more in-
depth understanding of these relations that keep perplexing and evolving since
1989 within and across the constituent nations of former Yugoslavia. There exist
several strong reasons for this. First, the political management with great ethnic
complexity of Tito’s Yugoslavia once has been regarded as a “model exercise” with
multi-ethnicity, and it has failed as predicted, for a multitude of reasons (Denitch,
1990). Second, the mounting of ethnocentrism and nationalist euphoria in the post-
Tito’s Yugoslavia is a classic example of how the so-called “majority question” —
when coined with an emerging nationalistic ideology — may lead to ethnic clean-
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sing, genocide and other group violence (Staub, 1989). Last but not least, virtually
all major constituent nations of the former Yugoslavia still struggle, at the time
being, for their own ethnic, national and cultural identity (Sekuli¢, Massey, Hodson,
1994). The question is: how political, communication and educational changes will
take place in the case of these nations, if compared with significant democratisation
that has taken place in the rest of the Central and East European region, virtually in
the same period of time, i.e. since 19897 (Farnen, German, 1992).

The purpose of this paper is to provide an analytical account of major ethnic
related issues in Croatia since 1989, as experienced, interpreted and discussed by
leading social scientists in Croatia.

Methods

Recently an annotated (draft) bibliography was forwarded to the present author
by the Local Government Initiative — Budapest (Kovacs, June 1992, LGI). This was a
kind request to review an academic literature on the development of ethnic issues in
Croatia in the past decade (since 1989), compiled — on the initiatives of the LGI — by
Ivana Puri¢, Research Associate of the Central European University, South-Eastern
European Studies Department. The issues and key concepts such as politics toward
minorities, war, state formation and minorities, minority rights, self-organisation,
identity, reconciliation, conflict management, ethnic relations, multiculturalism, natio-
nalism and the like were expected to be covered in the selected academic literature.

A full-scale content analysis of the draft bibliography was undertaken, in
combining qualitative and quantitative measures. The following data were already
available in the library database, hence ready for coding:

. Form of the publication, i.e. books vs. articles (PU),

. Main title of the work (TI),

. Author(s) (AU),

. Country of reference (CO),

. Year of publication (YP),

. Language/script, if Serb or Croatian then Latin or Cyrillic (LA),
. Abstract of the work (AB),

. Key words, as listed in the draft bibliography (KEW),

. Main source discipline, as listed in the draft bibliography (DI)

In taking variable no. 2 (TI) & variable no. 7 (AB) together, a derived vari-
able was created.

1. Focal topic addressed (TO).

This last variable was meant for a relatively simple, yet comprehensive
classification system of the major issues addressed throughout the provided
bibliography. The following five major content categories were found relevant and
viable, from his professional points of view:

O 01NN W~

Category #1: Ethnic-, national-, cultural identity issues,
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Category #2: Ethnic conflicts, nationalism and/or related issues,

Category #3: War, ethnic cleansing, genocide and related issues,

Category #4: Human, ethnic-, minority rights issues,

Category #5: Multiethnicity, multiculturalism, re-conciliation and related issues.

The proposed classification system was purposefully devised to test one sin-
gle tacit hypothesis. That is, that certain evolving trends must be present in the en-
tire semantic space of ethnic relations in former Yugoslavia, particularly in Croatia
after 1989, in their moving away from self-defeating ethnocentrism (Category #1)
toward more sustainable value structures of multiculturalism (Category #5).

From a methodological point of view, the most sensitive research variable
was the last listed one (Variable #10: TO). Given the above listed coding system,
its reliability and validity has been checked by the method of “blind-folded” re-as-
sessment of the entire draft bibliography, accomplished by one of the present au-
thor’s research associates, fluent both in Croatian and in English.' The agreement
coefficients between the two raters were proven satisfactory, according to psycho-
metric standards (Pearson’s R = .893; p <.001).

Results

The bibliography consisted of 50 books and 58 articles. According to the
present author’s best knowledge and understanding of the academic (social science)
literature published in Croatia for the last ten years or so, the bibliography is a
carefully selected representative sample of most important works dealing with
ethnic and related issues. Regarding the ethnic and national background of the
selected authors, both Croatian and non-Croatian authors were represented.

Table 1: Topic * Publications Cross-tabulation

Topic Publications
Books | Articles | Total

Ethnic identity Count| 19 24 43
% | 38.0% | 41.4% | 39.8%

Ethnic conflict Count | 14 17 31
% | 28.0% | 29.3% | 28.7%

War, ethnic cleansing Count| 7 6 13
% | 14.0% | 10.3% | 12.0%

Human rights Count | 10 5 15
% 9] 20.0% 8.6% | 13.9%

Multiculturalism Count 6 6
% 10.3% | 10.3%

Total Count| 50 58 108
%1 100.0% | 100.0% | 100.0%

! Acknowledgment: Many thanks to Dr. Janos Gyurok, Research Associate from the Janus Pannonius Uni-
versity, Faculty of Arts and Humanities, Department of Sociology and Social Policy Studies, for his inva-
luable contribution in the conceptual shaping, and methodological elaboration of this study.
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Table 1 (above) provides a quick look at the distribution of addressed main
topics across the kinds of publications. There was recorded a slight statistical asso-
ciation (Contingeny Coeff. = ,264, p < .10) in the authors’ preference of writing
books on war & human rights issues rather than articles, while the reverse tendency
was observed in approaching issues of ethnic identity & multiculturalism.

Table 2: Year of Publication * Topic

Year of Publication Topic Total
Ethnic Ethnic War, Human |Multicul-
identity | conflict | ethnic rights | turalism
cleansing

1989 Count 3 1 4
% 7.0% 3.2% 3.7%

1990 Count 7 1 2 10
% 16.3% 3.2% 13.3% 9.3%

1991 Count 5 7 3 15
% 11.6% | 22.6% | 23.1% 13.9%

1992 Count 2 8 1 11
% 9 4.7% | 25.8% 7.7% 10.2%

1993 Count 2 2 1 5
% 4.7% 15.4% 6.7% 4.6%

1994 Count 5 3 1 1 10
% 11.6% 9.7% 7.7% 6.7% 9.3%

1995 Count 5 4 1 3 13
% 11.6% | 12.9% 7.7% | 20.0% 12.0%

1996 Count 3 2 1 1 5 12
% 0.0% 6.5% 7.7% 6.7% | 83.3% | 11.1%

1997 Count 5 4 4 1 14
% 9 11.6% | 12.9% 26.7% | 16.7% | 13.0%

1998 Count 6 1 4 3 14
% 14.0% 32% | 30.8% | 20.0% 13.0%

Total Count 43 31 13 15 6 108
% | 100.0% | 100.0% | 100.0% | 100.0% | 100.0% | 100.0%

Two statistical inferences were drawn from this table (see table 2, above). First,
the most frequent issues addressed throughout the selected academic literature appa-
rently were those related to ethnic identity (40%), followed by ethnic conflict issues
(28%), and human rights issues (14%), in this order. Second, there was found a
statistically significant shift in the academic interest in the past ten years or so from
addressing ethnic identity issues toward the issues of human rights & multicultura-
lism (Pearson Chi-Square Value = 72.998, df = 36, p<.001; Gamma = .216; p <.05).

Interesting were found the following structural characteristics of the
annotated bibliography. Regarding the country of reference (Variable CO), there
were six countries addressed and combinations of some of these, in the following
rank order of preference (see table 3)
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Table 3: Frequency distribution of referred countries

Language & alphabet Frequency Percent
Croatia (only) 72 66.7%
Yugoslavia 15 13.9%
NA (not ascertained) 6 13.0%
Hungary 5 4.6%
Bosnia-Herzegovina (BiH) 4 3.7%
Croatia & BiH 2 1.9%
BiH & Croatia 1 0.9%
Bohemia 1 0.9%
Croatia & Yugoslavia 1 0.9%
Europe 1 0.9%

Total 108 100.0%

About 2/3" of the bibliography deals with issues relevant to Croatia only, and
references to other neighbouring countries appear as scattered and marginal, in-
cluding references to BiH and Yugoslavia. Hence, this particular bibliography as a
whole may not be considered as representative for ethnic relations neither in other
parts of former Yugoslavia nor in other, neighbouring countries.

Table 4: Frequency distribution of languages & alphabets used

Language & alphabet Frequency Percent
Croatian (Latin) 90 83.3%
Croatian (Cyrillic) 4 3.7%
Serbian (Cyrillic) 3 2.8%
Croatian & English (bilingual) 3 2.8%
English 2 1.9%
Serbian (Latin) 2 1.9%
Czech 1 0.9%
English & German (bilingual) 1 0.9%
Italian 1 0.9%
NA 1 0.9%

Total 108 100.0%

The vast majority of publications (over 80%) was produced in Croatian
using Latin alphabet (/atinica), while indicative enough, a few works appear using
either Croatian or Serbian language printed with Cyrillic alphabet (¢irilica), and
only two Serbian spoken publications appear with Latin orthography. Publications
written in foreign languages are sporadic.

The next table (Table 5) provides an overview of the major disciplinary
approaches to ethnic and related issues as coded by the referent library services,
and that is, in most cases, the National and University Library of Zagreb.
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Table 5: Frequency distribution of major disciplinary approaches

Disciplines Frequency Percent
Sociology 31 28.7%
History 20 18.5%
NA 19 17.6%
Political Sciences (Politology) 11 10.2%
Ethnology 8 7.4%
Human Rights 5 4.7&
Law 3 2.8%
National Politics 2 1.9%
Psychology 2 1.9%
Anthropology 1 0.9%
Geography 1 0.9%
International Politics 1 0.9%
Pedagogy 1 0.9%
Philosophy 1 0.9%
Sociography 1 0.9%
Statistics 1 0.9%

Total 108 100.0%

The bibliography was found highly loaded with sociological, history and
political sciences publications (over 55%), while references to other disciplines ap-
pear sporadic (e.g. psychology, anthropology). Indicative seems to be the relatively
high-rate occurrence of works with NA (not ascertained) disciplinary classification
(17%) which, in turn, might be taken as an “index” for multi-disciplinary approa-

ches.

Table 6. Authors’ frequency index of publications

Authors/editors of selected works Frequency | Percent |Publication(s) léeofzg(:gl)cf
Groups of authors (1993, 1994a, 1994b, . S % Books, }13331?’%3169’
1994c, 1994d, 1997) Article B350, ASS
. Books B15, B45
. 0, s > >
Roksandi¢, D. (1989, 1990, 1991a, 1991b) 4 3.7% Articlos A1S, AS6
- Book. B3, A22
r 0 ] L] El
Tatalovid¢, S. (1996, 1997a, 1997b, 1998) 4 3.7% Articles AS54, A5S
Crkvenéié, 1., Klemenéié¢, M. (1993, 1994, o BI11, B12,
1998) 3 2.8% Books B37
Domini, M. (1990a, 1990b), Domini, M. 3 2.8% Books, B22, B48§,
Vukas, B. (1995), e Article A28
Stulhofer, A., Mati¢, D. (1992), Stulhofer, 3 2 8% Books, B32, B33,
A. (1992), Stulhofer, A. (1996) o0 Article A38
Banac, 1. (1995, 1998) 2 1.8% Books B2, B16
Bilandzi¢, D. (et al. 1991a, 1991b) 2 1.8% | Book, Article | BI13, A35
Grbi¢, J. (1993, 1994) 2 1.9% Articles All, A23
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Authors/editors of selected works Frequency | Percent [Publication(s) I({jeof(eizrsl)c:
Kumpes, J. (1990, 1992) 2 2.8% Articles A8, A29
Lauc, Z. (1997a, 1997b) 2 2.8% Articles Al, A52
Pupovac, M. (1997, 1998) 2 1.9% Articles A20, A42
Siber, L. (1995, 1997) 2 1.9% Article A47, A50
Simi¢, M. (1997, 1998) 2 1.9% | Book, Article | B30, A53
Uzelac, S. (1996, 1997) 2 1.9% | Book, Article | B29, A21
Valenti¢, M. (1990, 1992) 2 1.9% Articles A31, A39
Zupanov, J. (1995a, 1995b) 2 1.9% Book, Article | B25, A37
Anti¢, Lj. (1996) 1 0.9% Book Bl
Artukovié¢, M. (1991) 1 0.9% Book B43
Bahtijarevi¢, S. et al. (1991) 1 0.9% Book B42
Banovac, B. (1996) 1 0.9% Article A26
Behschnitt, W. D. (1992) 1 0.9% Article A40
Boeckh, K. (1995) 1 0.9% Article A33
Borme, A. (1992) 1 0.9% Book B4
Burda, S. (1995) 1 0.9% Book B34
Caratan, B. (1991) 1 0.9% Article A43
Cimi¢, E. (1994) 1 0.9% Article A27
Cagié-Kumpes, J. (1992) 1 0.9% Article A9
Cicak, Z. (1997) 1 0.9% Book B23
Ci¢ak-Chand, R., Kumpes, J. (1998) 1 0.9% Book B21
Covi¢, B. (1991) 1 0.9% Book B7
Dikli¢, M. (1989) 1 0.9% Book B35
Dragani¢, D. (1991) 1 0.9% Article Al7
Duskovi¢, V. (1991) 1 0.9% Article Al6
Geiger, V. (1996) 1 0.9% Article A23
Greci¢, V. (1990) 1 0.9% Book B24
Grubisa, D. (1995) 1 0.9% Article Al5
Hadzijahi¢, M. (1990) 1 0.9% Book B36
Hersak, E. (1993) 1 0.9% Article A24
Hranilovié¢, N. (1990) 1 0.9% Article A7
Hrvati¢, N. (1996) 1 0.9% Article A5
Jambresi¢, E., Povrzanovi¢, M. (1996) 1 0.9% Book B8
Jelavich, C. (1992) 1 0.9% Book B41
Kasapovi¢, M. (1992) 1 0.9% Article A34
Katunari¢, V. (1992) 1 0.9% Article A2
Kresti¢, V. B. (1998) 1 0.9% Book B27
Kuko¢, M. (1991) 1 0.9% Article Ad4
Lazi¢, M. (1991) 1 0.9% Book B28
Leroti¢, Z. (1997) 1 0.9% Article A45
Letica, S., Letica, B. (1998) 1 0.9% Book B17
Livada, S., Hudelist, D. (1995) 1 0.9% Article Al4
Malesevié, S. (1994) 1 0.9% Article Al3
Matan, A. (1998) 1 0.9% Article A46
Matusek, J. (1997) 1 0.9% Book B6
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Authors/editors of selected works Frequency | Percent |Publication(s) Rceofgzirsl)cf
Meznari¢, S. (1995) 1 0.9% Article A25
Milardovié, A. (1991) 1 0.9% Book B47
Mirié, J. (1989) 1 0.9% Article A57
Miscevié, N. (1995) 1 0.9% Article A32
Pavlicevi¢, D. (1994) 1 0.9% Book B9
Perunovié, S. (1990) 1 0.9% Article A30
Picula, T. (1992) 1 0.9% Book B46
Pirsl, E. (1996) 1 0.9% Article A4
Previsi¢, V. (1996) 1 0.9% Article A3
Pribic¢evi¢-Gelb, D. (1998) 1 0.9% Book B40
Pusi¢, E. (1995) 1 0.9% Article Al2
Pusié, V. (1994) 1 0.9% Article A10
Salopek H., He¢imovi¢, M. (1996) 1 0.9% Book B38
Sekuli¢, D. (1997) 1 0.9% Article A4l
Sekuli¢-Majurec, A. (1996) 1 0.9% Article A36
Supek, O. (1989) 1 0.9% Article A49
Sakié, V. (1993) 1 0.9% Article A5l
Sterc, S. et al. (1991) 1 0.9% Book B44
Svob, M. (1997) 1 0.9% Book B5
TeliSman, T. (1990) 1 0.9% Article A6
Tosi¢, D. (1997) 1 0.9% Book B39
Vugié, P. (1991) 1 0.9% Book B20
Vujevi¢, M. (1996) 1 0.9% Article A48
Zanié, 1. (1998) 1 0.9% Book BI18
Zivkovié, 1., Sporer, Z., Sekulié, D. (1995) 1 0.9% Book B19
Zunec, O. (1998) 1 0.9% Book B14
50 books B=books
Total 108 100.0% 58 articles A= articles

*Note: LGI Original Annotated Bibliography Codes (Ivana Puri¢, 1999), where B: Books, A: Articles

The above listed authors’ publication index may provide a brief look at “Who
is Who” in the annotated academic bibliography. Or more precisely, who are the
authors who published important works on the ethnic and related issues in Croatia
over the past 10 years or so.

Publications on ethnic identity

As mentioned above, this was the largest category with frequency count of
43 publications. However, this thematic category by itself was found extremely
heterogeneous. The works dealing with this and related issues may be further
divided into four major sub-categories:

1. Theoretical approaches. 8 publications focus on the issue of ethnic identity
primarily on a general theoretical level (Cicak-Chand, Kumpes, 1998; Duskovi¢,
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1991; Grbié¢, 1994; Malesevi¢, 1994; Matan, 1998; Miscevi¢, 1995; Pusi¢ E.,
1995; Supek O., 1989). Of these works the article of E. Pusi¢ (1995) calls for
special attention, according to the present reviewer’s judgement. Namely, Pro-
fessor Pusi¢ considers the full-fledged problem of ethnic relations in Croatia as
a definitional problem of “identity” per se. The core question is “who is in-
cluded — who is excluded” from a certain social group, and why? Second, there
is a “diversity” problem. This is the issue of “diversity” of internal resources in
relating to other groups. The author calls attention to the notion of “plural
identity”, as apparently the only valid response to an immense diversity of eth-
nic relations in today’s Croatia.

2. Ethnic & cultural identity of Serbs in Croatia. About the same number of works
go into discussing the identity issues of Serbs in Croatia, in perplexing combi-
nation of historic-, political-, geopolitical-, sociological and social psychologi-
cal perspectives (Crkvenci¢, Klemenci¢, 1998; Dikli¢, 1989; Greci¢, 1990;
Pupovac, 1998; Roksandi¢, 1989, 1991a, 1991b; Uzelac, 1989, 1996; Valentic,
1992). From sociological perspectives, the work of Professor Pupovac (1998)
may be regarded as outstanding in its elaboration and confrontation of “traditio-
nal” and “modern” ethnic identity of Serbs in Croatia. The author maintains that
after the Second World War the evolvement of “modern” ethnic identity among
Croatian Serbs has been blocked, and a secularisation process has been started
with strong tendency of withdrawal from religious and national identity. Com-
plementarily, a strong identification with the State’s power structure has occur-
red (large-scale employment in police and military forces) which, in turn, has
impacted negatively the development of ethnic and national identity onto
modern patterns (of citizenship).

3. Ethnic & cultural identity of Croats. In this cluster, the authors deal with the
identity issue of Croats, both of those living in the present-day Croatia and of
those living as minority group in other countries. 9 publications were found in
this sub-category (Banovac, 1996; Domini, 1990; HerSak, 1993; Hranilovic,
1990; Kumpes, 1990; Perunovi¢, 1990; Salopek, He¢imovi¢, 1996; TeliSman,
1990; Zivkovi¢, Sporer, Sekuli¢, 1995). Of these, two works may capture the
reader’s special academic interest. The one is from HerSak (1993) providing a
broad historic overview of migration of Croats throughout the Central and
South East Europe, in comparing these trends with the migration of other ethnic
groups onto the same territories (e.g. other Slavic groups, Vlahs, Germans). The
author argues for the hypothesis about a possible /ranian origin of Croats (?!).
At the other end of this cluster, the reader should pay special attention to an em-
pirical investigation articulated by Boris Banovac (1994). The article deals with
the issue of ethnic and regional identity of population inhabiting Istria. The re-
sults of this research make a strong argument for the existence of multiple iden-
tity on these territories, thanks to the long-standing and strong tradition of eth-
nic pluralism in this part of historic Croatia.

4. Other ethnic groups in Croatia. The rest of publications present a cluster of he-
terogeneous issues on identity, assimilation, cultural preservation of different
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ethnic groups in Croatia from medieval times to modern history. The topic in-
clude the cultural preservation of Jews in Croatia (Boekch, 1995; Svob, 1997),
the historic presence of Ukrainians, Czechs, Germans, Gypsies, and other mino-
rities living on these territories (Burda, 1995; Dragani¢, 1991; Geiger, 1996;
Lauc, 1997; Matusek, 1997; Pribievi¢-Gelb, 1998). Instructive should be the
edition of a group of authors (Nijemci u Hrvatskoj jucer i danas, Zagreb, Nje-
macka narodnosna zajednica, 1994) stressing the fact that Germans (Svabi) have
shown the tendency of continuous migration to these territories since 13"
century, and they represented one of the most powerful minorities in the King-
dom of Yugoslavia all until the Second World War. After the war about one
half million of them immigrated to Germany.

Publications on ethnic conflicts

The common feature of these works (31 titles) the reader may find in attemp-
ts to provide diverse explanatory frameworks for the current and ever recurring
inter-ethnic conflicts on the modern Balkan. The following approaches appear
dominant in this cluster of scholarly works:

1. Ideological-historical perspectives. 10 publications were found in this sub-ca-
tegory (Artukovi¢, 1991; Banac, 1995; Bilandzi¢, 1991a, 1991b; Jelavich, 1992;
Leroti¢, 1997; Pirsl, 1996; Tosi¢, 1997; Vuci¢, 1991; Zupanov, 1995a). One of
the “best” empirical works from this cluster one may find in Jelavich’s (1992)
publication based on content analysis of school textbooks for history-, geogra-
phy-, and mother language teaching in the second half of the 19" century from
Croatia, Serbia and Slovenia. The author concludes that several generations
grown in these three major societies were unequally prepared to become consti-
tutive nations of a common state. While in Croatian textbooks the contents were
focusing on the entire territory of the modern Balkan, the textbooks in Serbia
and Slovenia were more focusing on own ethnic territories.

2. Political-economic perspectives. Quite a large number of publications (16 items)
deal with the issue from the perspective of political, geopolitical and economic
factors with lasting effects that impact the inter-ethnic relationships both in
Croatia and on the modern Balkan as a whole (Bahtijarevi¢ et al., 1991; Banac,
1995; Bilandzi¢, 1991a, 1991b; Crkvenci¢, Klemenci¢, 1994; Kasapovi¢, 1992;
Katunari¢, 1992; Picula, 1992; Pupovac, 1997, Stulhofer, 1992; Tatalovié, 1997a,
1998; Tosi¢, 1997; Vuci¢, 1991; Vujevié, 1996; Zupanov, 1995b). The article of
Miroslav Vujevi¢ (1996) may be regarded as a model-building exercise on ethnic
conflicts in Croatia and Bosnia-Herzegovina. The “best” approach to ethnic con-
flicts in the former Yugoslavia, suggests this author, is to understand the full
complexity and low level of the political cultures on all sides which, in turn, led
to three conflicting political conceptions of the State as such: Muslims wanted
union, Croats a complex state, while Serbs wanted sheer division of territories.
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3. Sociological-social psychological perspectives. The rest of publications mapped
onto this sub-category (5 titles) share the common explanatory framework from
the standpoint of distorted inter-group relations & mass communication, inclu-
ding nationalism, religious conflicts, minority issues and the like (Behschnitt,
1992; Kumpes, 1992; Lazi¢, 1991; Milardovi¢, 1991; Mirié, 1989; Siber, 1995;
Zupanov, 1995b). From a sociological perspective, one of the most challenging
approaches to understanding the ethnic-based mass conflicts on the modern Bal-
kan has been provided by Professor Zupanov (1995b). Based on empirical in-
vestigation conducted before the war, the author argues that the highest degree
of inter-ethnic tolerance was recorded in Croatia and Bosnia-Herzegovina, that
is two republics of the former Yugoslavia being at most hit by the war. This
seems paradoxical. Yet, for full understanding of this anomalia one should take
into account the immense role and impact of the mass media as an instrument of
political mobilization. In the combination of the media, one should also take
into account the strengthening of an authoritarian value orientation in societies
at hand which, in turn, asked for “strong leaders”.

War, ethnic cleansing

Thirteen titles were found in their specific focusing on the roots and the
nature of war making on the modern Balkan, and its component parts in ethnic
cleansing. The following few exploratory — explanatory approaches should be dis-
cerned in the annotated bibliography:

1. Socio-biological approaches. Not surprising, a few scholars have devoted at-
tention to a more in-depth analysis of what is called the territorial imperative &
struggle for survival among ethnic groups on a given (limited) territory with
limited natural resources (Crkvenci¢, Klemencié, 1993; Cimi¢, 1994; Livada,
Hudelist, 1995). From this perspective, instructive seems to be the study of
Livada and Hudelist (1995) who argue, in taking the example of Kordun (i.e.
one of the most impoverished historic parts of Croatia), that great masses from
these territories were moved into political and armed conflict with the (Croatian)
state for a more just distribution of economic resources. Surely, these mass mo-
vements were geared by mass meetings and other political means of creating a
“psychosis of antagonism”.

2. Cultural-ideological approaches. Another perspective on comes from a group of
authors who maintain, that the “roots evil” are grounded in a clash between in-
compatible cultural, religious and related ideological codes of social self-orga-
nizing, enhanced by early and lasting manipulation with the notion of “nation”,
“national culture”, “national problems” and the like, both on political and intel-
lectual level (Covi¢ et al., 1991; JambresSi¢ Kirin, Povrzanovié¢, 1996; Saki¢, 1993;
Ani¢, 1998; Zunec, 1998). One of the most well-known and publications in this

series is certainly the book of Covi¢ and a group of co-authors (1991). The au-
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thors have attempted to show the historic evolving of an expansionistic “Great
Serbia” ideology since the early 19" century, and its (repeated) upheaval and es-
calation in sheer aggression present-day Serbia on Croatia. Special attention has
been given to the role of Croatian Serbs in the initiation of the armed conflicts,
and their relationship toward other ethnic groups in the region. Among the
several possible interpretative frameworks for the understanding of the conflict,
the authors put an emphasis on ethnocentrism, on the phenomenon of “imperial
mindedness”, and on the notion of Great-Serbia ideology as a secular religion.

3. Perspectives on genocide. Not surprising, only three publications deal directly

with the issues of genocide as still the most sensitive and “darkest” issue for all
sides involved with the armed conflicts. From the Croatian point of view, Letica
and Letica (1998) maintain the thesis that the notion of “ethnic cleansing” (e.g. in
BiH) is an inappropriate qualification of events. Instead, the correct qualifier
should be — genocide. Also, the authors analyze the process of de-legitimization
of potential victims and the process of legitimization of genocide which, in turn,
has had evolved in three distinct phases: demonization, dehumanization, des-
truction, then negation. From a Serbian perspective, the issue seems to be handled
in a quite different, if not incompatible, interpretation on behalf of the Serbian
ethnic group. Vasilije B. Kresti¢ (1998) uses the notion of “genocide” to explain
the immanent conflict between Serbs and Croats on these territories since the 19"
century, that is since the formation of modern nations, when Serbian settlers to
Krajina were found themselves in conflict with Croatian landowners. The author
puts special emphasis on the historic role of Vienna in its steering the antagonism
between the two groups in unequal economic and political position. The third
publication is from Jadranka Caci¢-Kumpes (1992), who reflects on the notion of
genocide from the perspectives of massive sexual assault on both women and
men (including children) during the war in BiH. The very act of sexual assault,
maintains the author, has been practiced not only as a military technique, but also
as a means of terrorizing and humiliation of entire communities, while the victims
were supposed to become the messengers of the horror.

Human rights issues

Fifteen publications were found in this content category that may be split

into two more specific sub-categories:

1. General legal issues in Croatia. A few authors present and discuss the regulation

of human rights within the Constitution of Croatia with an emphasis on mino-
rity rights in general (Domini, 1990a; Domini, Vukas, 1995; Lauc, 1997; Simi¢,
1998; Tatalovi¢, 1997b). The common features of these works seem to be in the
assertion, that the rights of ethnic and national minorities currently living in
Croatia are fully guaranteed and guarded on a constitutional level. In this res-
pect, Simi¢ (1998) points out the role and scope of special governmental pro-
grams in supporting the cultural, educational and scientific activities of mino-
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rities in Croatia. In this respect, however, more critical is Lauc (1997) in his cal-
ling attention to a considerable mismatch between high-level normative re-
gulation of minority issues and the protection of minority groups in praxis.

2. War, exile and minority rights. Another series of publications take an opposite
view on the protection of human and minority rights in Croatia, most of them
taking the case of Serbian minority (Anti¢, 1996; DeloZacija u Republici Hrvat-
skoj, Zagreb, Hrvatski Helsinski odbor, 1994; Cicak, 1997; Grubisa, 1995; Mez-
nari¢, 1995; Roksandi¢, 1990). Anti¢ (1996) would argue that the recent ethnic
upheaval of Serbs in Croatia should be interpreted from a historic point of view,
that is from the long tradition of this group to maintain own privileges and
autonomy gained on these territories far back in 15-16" century. Referring to
the current situation, Grubisa (1995) claims that the minority rights in Croatia
are heavily undermined in the every-day practice by limitations of the free press,
restrictions put on non-Croats receiving citizenship, deprivation and exile from
homes, among others. On a more general theoretical level, Meznari¢ (1995) ar-
gues for the necessary inclusion of human right issues in studies on refugees
and displaced persons. (Note: For a few publications listed in this sub-category
the abstracts are missing, so their content analysis stayed incomplete.)

Multiculturalism

This last content category lists only six, but important publications. In spite
of their small number, the works are quite different in their goals and approaches.

1. Case studies on “good practice”. Two studies made an attempt to demonstrate
that multiculturalism in modern Croatia or parts of it, at least, is not only a his-
toric tradition but also a real life social praxis. Pirsl (1996) takes the example of
Istria which, in contrast to many other parts of the country, has been for centu-
ries the territory of complex migrations along with the long tradition of multi-
culturalism and co-existence of several languages. The author provides
empirical findings to support this thesis, in her referring to a survey with high
school students from this territory who, as expected, demonstrate high level of
political culture and strong interest for close encounters with other ethnic
groups, learning and knowing their language, history and customs. The other
case study comes from Tatalovi¢ (1966) on Gorski Kotar, that is an Serbian en-
clave in South West (central) Croatia where the war has been escaped. The au-
thor acknowledges this fact to the long tradition of multiculturalism and peace-
ful co-existence of this minority with her larger cultural surrounding,.

2. Social distance and multiculturalism. The last four works analysed in this anno-
tated bibliography were found in this sub-category. If compared with the above
publications from this same category, they rather provide a negative perspective
on the issue of multiculturalism in Croatia, at the time being. Sekuli¢-Majurec
(1996) in her article argues that the educational system of Croatia, at the time
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being, provides neither sufficient means nor adequate methods for teaching and
learning multiculturalism. Instead, the strengthening of Croatian cultural iden-
tity appeared so far more important for educational authorities. Another author,
D. Sekuli¢ (1997) points out that the entire notion of multiculturalism may
appear confusing and unclear due to the fact that both Croats and non-Croats
tend to express their identity in relation to sub-ethnic communities and regional
belonging they feel attached to, and that is changing depending on the situation.
Previsi¢ (1996) summarizes a series of survey results gathered between 1991—
1995 with representative samples of high school students in Croatia. The results
suggest high level of social distancing of Croatian ethnic youths from Serbian
minority and towards the Eastern Orthodox religion in general, apparently due
to the war situation and its ideological-political value climate. Last but not least,
Hrvati¢ (1996) takes the case of Gypsies who, as a distinct ethnic minority li-
ving in Croatia since the 14™ century or so, in an inter-cultural environment.
The political-economic situation at the time has strong negative impact on this
specific ethnic group in rising social distance and stereotypes from the side of
the non-Roma population.

Most frequently used key words

Table 7: Frequency count of first 16 key words by category of publications

Category of publications
Key words Ethnic Ethnic |War, ethnic| Human Multi- Total
identity | conflict | cleansing | rights |culturalism
Serbs 8 8 3 4 1 25
Croatia 8 5 5 5 0 23
identity 11 1 2 0 3 17
national minorities 5 4 0 6 2 17
war 0 6 7 2 1 16
Croats 8 3 1 0 0 12
Yugoslavia 1 8 2 1 0 12
migration 9 0 0 1 1 11
human rights 1 0 0 9 0 10
enclave (diaspora) 7 0 0 0 0 7
nationalism 0 6 0 0 1 7
BiH 1 1 4 0 0 6
Catholics 2 2 2 0 0 6
ethnic identity 4 1 1 0 0 6
minorities 3 0 1 2 0 6
Yugoslavism 1 3 0 0 1 5
Total 69 48 28 30 10 186
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The table represents only part of a larger listing of some 434 key words
counted in the analysed bibliography. The reader may notice a slight association
between the dispersion of key words and the category of publications they derived
from. Publications dealing with ethnic identity issues are most frequently loaded by
key words such as “identity” or “ethnic identity”, “Serb”, “Croats” or “Croatia”,
migration. Suggestive enough that in the ethnic conflict category new key words
appear by alone or in combination with the former ones such as “Yugoslavia”,
“nationalism”. The same is true to some extent for the content category on war and
ethnic cleansing. What is missing in this table is a full series of key words with
occurrence less then 5 in the total corpus, such as “genocide”, “ethnic cleansing”,
“refugees” and the like. The shift in the semantics of key words listed for publica-
tion in human rights and multiculturalism most clearly appears in the use of primer
concept in new contexts, that is in combination of new concepts such as “human

6 99 ¢

rights”, “minority rights”, “cultural rights, “national minorities” (or just minorities),
“political culture”, “social distance”, “diversity”, “regionalism” and the like, most
of which do not appear in the table above. (Note: This particular “key-word” ana-
lytic approach appeared to the present author highly challenging for further re-
search. At this point, however, more extended exploration of results may go be-

yond the scope of this paper.)

Discussion and conclusion

From the perspective of contemporary social science research on ethnic
relations by large, the findings of this small-scale study may add three specific
pieces of knowledge of these and related issues in modern Croatia and beyond.

First, it is largely a surprising finding that the analysed bibliography as a
whole is heavily loaded with ethnic identity- (40%) and ethnic conflict issues among
social groups inhabiting the given geopolitical territory of Croatia. In this respect
the analysed corpus of academic works appears specific and unique if compared to
similar bibliographies focusing on other parts of Central and Eastern Europe after
1989 (Feischmidt, 1998). This specific feature clearly reflects the timely preoccu-
pation of researchers with ethnic problems by and at large which, in turn, may be
taken as a strong indicator of the upheaval of ethnocentrism and strengthening of
inter- and within-group discrimination processes “typical” for pre-modern societies
in transition (Csepeli, 1989).

Second, the bibliography highlights the full complexity of both the origin and
nature of ethnic conflicts in modern Croatia and beyond its borders, including a ra-
ther wide spectrum of researchers’ approaches to war and other forms of inter-ethnic
atrocities recorded in the past decade. It is interesting to note that most of the works
in this respect are descriptive or, at the best, explanatory in reflecting the apparent
need for better understanding of dramatic events and their complex causative factors
in different contexts (Barath, 1999; Romsics, 1998). What seems largely missing
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from the analyzed literature are prospective studies focusing on issues of conflict re-
solution and peace making, including action research perspectives.

Last but not least, the results of this study clearly demonstrate the fact that
academic research and critical evaluation of major public events may represent an
important part of historic record-keeping on social actions relevant to human rights
and social justice at a given time and in at given social, whether in Croatia or else
(Mahajan, 1998).
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BIBLIOGRAPHY ON ETHNIC RELATIONS AND MINORITIES IN
CROATIA AFTER 1989

compiled by Ivana Buri¢

This bibliography, as all other annotated bibliographies published by LGI
managing Multiethnic Communities Project, contains two parts. The first part is on
the books printed after 1989, devoted to the ethnic issues in Croatia. The second part
contains various articles published in periodicals after 1989 on the same topics. The
bibliography had no intention to become complete and focuses mainly on publi-
cations in the Croatian language, but not exclusively. Although minority languages
and scripture are included, the language of the bibliography is Croatian because it
compiles literature published in Croatian. The main purpose of bibliography is to
inform rather than to reflect dominant trends in Croatian academic production.

Criteria of selection

Subjectivity was an important characteristic of the selection procedure. The
basic intention was to include scholarly works on interethnic relations in Croatia
after 1989. This means that non-academic writings, memoirs and testimonies are
avoided. Also, the articles shorter than 3 pages are not taken into account. As ag-
reed with LGI, nationalistic discourse is excluded. The year 1989 has been selected
as the starting point due to the changes that affected ethnic relations and social
sciences in all post-socialist countries. During selection an attempt has been made
to represent a variety of academic themes. Therefore the selected titles can be pla-
ced into 5 categories: ethnic identity, war in Croatia, interethnic relations, human
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Library and Bozidar Adzija Library in Zagreb, Croatia.
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ZNANSTVENICI S PODRUCJA DRUSTVENIH ZNANOSTI O ETNICKIM
ODNOSIMA U HRVATSKOJ NAKON 1989: ANALIZA SADRZAJA
BIBLIOGRAFIJE S KOMENTARIMA

SAZETAK

Clanak prikazuje glavne rezultate kvalitativne analize anotirane bibliografije o etni¢kim
odnosima u Hrvatskoj nakon 1989., koju je priredila Ivana Duri¢ sa Srednjoevropskog sveucilista
(CEU), Odsjeka za jugoistocne evropske studije (Budimpesta). Bibliografija je odabrani uzorak aka-
demske literature (50 knjiga i 58 €lanaka) ¢iji su autori, uz nekoliko iznimaka, hrvatski znanstvenici s
podrudja drustvenih i politickih znanosti, a tiskana je izmedu 1989. i 1998. Odabrano je pet glavnih
kriterija klasifikacije koji “najbolje” opisuju glavni tok akademskog interesa u Hrvatskoj i za Hrvat-
sku tijekom posljednjeg desetljeca. To su teme koje se bave: 1. etnic¢kim identitetom, 2. nacio-
nalizmom i etnickim sukobima, 3. ratnim i ljudskim stradanjima vezanim uz rat, 4. ljudskim i et-
ni¢kim pravima i pravima manjina, i 5. multikulturalizmom i demokracijom. S iznimkom nekoliko
naslova (11 jedinica), recenzent smatra anotiranu bibliografiju potpunom, s uobi¢ajenim knjizni¢nim
podacima za pretrazivanje, reprezentativnom zbog Sirokog spektra disciplina, balansiranom u odabiru
i zato pou¢nom kako za studente, tako i za istrazivate moderne hrvatske akademske literature. Niz
kompleksnih (multivarijantnih) statistickih zakljucaka izvuceno je iz baze podataka te podvrgnuto
analizi sadrzaja i relevantnim kvantitativnim metodama. Prvo, odabrana akademska literatura naj-
Cesce se bavila temama koje se odnose na etnicki identitet (40%), zatim na etni¢ke sukobe (28%) i
ljudska prava (14%), tim redoslijedom. Drugo, otkriven je statisti¢ki znatan pomak akademskog in-
teresa tijekom posljednjih deset godina od problema etnickog identiteta i sukoba prema temama
multikulturalizma i ljudskih prava. Prili¢no indikativno, oko 2/3 bibliografije bavi se temama koje su
relevantne iskljuéivo za Hrvatsku, dok su reference za ostale susjedne zemlje rastrkane i marginalne,
ukljucujuéi drzave sljednice bivse Jugoslavije. Zbog toga se bibliografija u cjelini ne moze smatrati
reprezentativnom za etnicke odnose u ostalim dijelovima bivse Jugoslavije, kao ni za multietnicke
probleme u ostalim susjednim zemljama, primjerice Madarskoj ili Italiji. Bibliografija takoder sadrza-
va mnogo socioloskih, povijesnih i politickih znanstvenih publikacija (preko 55%), dok se reference
za ostala podrucja pojavljuju mjestimi¢no (primjerice psihologija, antropologija). Znakovitim se €ini i
razmjerno visok postotak radova s NA (neutvrdenom) klasifikacijom discipline (17%) §to se, s druge
strane, moze uzeti kao “indeks” za multidisciplinarne pristupe. U raspravi autor objasnjava ¢injenicu
da akademsko istrazivanje i kriticka evaluacija glavnih javnih dogadaja moze predstavljati vazan dio
povijesnog biljezenja drustvenih djelovanja koja se odnose na ljudska prava i drustvenu pravdu u
razli¢itim vremenima i za razliCite etni¢ke i nacionalne skupine kao condicio sine qua non u izgradnji
pravednijega i mirotvornijega multietnickog drustva na povijesnim teritorijima srednjoisto¢ne Europe,
kao §to je Hrvatska.

KLJUCNE RIJECL: Hrvatska, drustvene znanosti, etnicki odnosi, rat, ljudska prava

190



Arpad Barath: Social Scientists on Ethnic Relations in Croatia ..., Migracijske teme 16 (2000), 1-2: 167-191

Arpad Barath

TRAVAUX DES SCIENTIFIQUES DU DOMAINE DES SCIENCES
HUMAINES SUR LES RAPPORTS ETHNIQUES EN CROATIE APRES
1989: ANALYSE COMMENTEE DU CONTENU DE LA BIBLIOGRAPHIE

RESUME

L’auteur présente les principaux résultats de I’analyse qualitative de la bibliographie annotée
a propos des rapports ethniques en Croatie apres 1989 éditée par Ivana Puri¢, de 1’Université
d’Europe Centrale, Département d’études du sud-est européen (Budapest). La bibliographie embrasse
un échantillon de travaux académiques (50 livres et 58 articles) dont les auteurs, hormis quelques
exceptions, sont des scientifiques croates du domaine des sciences sociales et politiques, et ayant été
publiés entre 1989 et 1998. Cing critéres principaux de classification ont été choisis, qui décrivent « le
mieux » le courant dominant des intéréts académiques en Croatie et pour la Croatie au cours de la
derniere décennie. Ces thémes traitent: 1. I’identité ethnique, 2. le nationalisme et les conflits ethnique,
3. les dommages et les souffrances humaines liés a la guerre, 4. les droits de I’homme et des ethnies
ainsi que les droits des minorités, et enfin 5. le multiculturalisme et la démocratie. A 1’exception de
quelques titres (11 ouvrages) I’auteur du compte rendu de lecture considére que la bibliographie
annotée est compléte, comportant les références bibliographiques usuelles, représentative de par le
large éventail de disciplines abordées, équilibrée dans sa sélection et par tant édifiante tant pour les
étudiants que pour les chercheurs travaillant sur la littérature académique croate contemporaine. Une
série de conclusions statistiques complexes (a variantes multiples) a été tirée de la base de données,
soumise a une analyse du contenu et observée a la lumiere de méthodes quantitatives significatives.
Primo, la littérature académique sélectionnée traite le plus souvent de thémes relevant de 1’identité
ethnique (40%), puis des conflits ethniques (28%) et des droits de I’homme (14%), qui apparaissent
dans cet ordre. Secundo, on observe un glissement statistique notable dans la littérature académique
au cours des dix dernieres années, du probléme de I’identité et du conflit ethnique vers les thémes du
multiculturalisme et des droits de I’homme. Il est assez indicatif de noter qu’environ 2/3 des biblio-
graphies traitent de thémes qui ne concernent que la Croatie, tandis que les références quant aux pays
voisins sont disséminées et marginales, y compris pour les pays issus de I’ex-Yougoslavie. En con-
séquence, on ne peut pas considérer la bibliographie dans son ensemble comme représentative des
rapports ethniques dans les autres régions de 1’ex-Yougoslavie pas plus que des problémes inhérents a
la pluriethnicité dans les autres pays voisins, tels la Hongrie ou I’Italie. La bibliographie contient
aussi beaucoup de publications scientifiques d’ordre sociologique, historique et politique (plus de
55%), tandis que les références pour les autres domaines (par exemple la psychologie ou 1’anthro-
pologie) ne sont qu’épisodiques. Le pourcentage (17%) d’ouvrages relevant d’une discipline non
précisée (NA) par la classification apparait également comme significatif et assez important, et peut
par ailleurs étre retenu comme un « index » des approches pluridisciplinaires. Dans son article, I’au-
teur explique le fait que la recherche académique et I’évaluation critique des événements publics prin-
cipaux peut représenter une part importante de la notation historique des actions sociales concernant
les droits de I’homme et la justice sociale a des époques diverses et pour des groupes ethniques et na-
tionaux différents, comme condicio sine qua non de la mise en place d’une société pluriethnique plus
juste et plus pacifique sur les territoires historiques de I’Europe centrale et de I’Est, telle la Croatie.

MOTS CLES: Croatie, sciences humaines, rapports ethniques, guerre, droits de I’homme
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